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RELIGION,  DEMOCRACY,  AND  THE  CHILDREN 


If  there  is  any  one  thing  that  is  more  fun- 
damental than  another  in  human  life,  it  is 
that  men  must  be  free  to  make  their  own 
decisions. 

In  the  pre-earth  world  there  was  "free 
agency."  A  question  arose  as  to  whether  the 
law  of  "perfect  liberty"  or  compulsion 
should  prevail  in  the  earth-life,  which  the 
spirits  were  about  to  enter  upon.  On  this 
question  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion. 
Two-thirds  "of  the  hosts  of  heaven,"  led 
by  Jesus  Christ,  voted  for  freedom  of  choice; 
one-third,  headed  by  Satan,  voted  for  com- 
pulsion. In  consequence  of  his  rebellion  the 
Devil,  with  his  followers,  was  "thrust  down" 
to  a  perpetual  unembodied  state.  They  had 
not  only  defied  the  will  of  God,,  but  they  had 
also  rebelled  against  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity. In  the  ante-mortal  state,  therefore,  there 
was  perfect  freedom  of  choice,  and  the  re- 
bellious spirits  were  but  reaping  the  harvest 
of  their  deliberate  decision. 

That  was  in  heaven,  before  the  earth  was 
peopled.  On  the  earth  the  same  law  of  free 
agency  was  designed  to  prevail.  Originally 
men  were  free  to  set  up  a  political  govern- 
ment of  their  own.  Had  they  been  left  alone 
and  had  their  leaders  been  imbued  with  the 
spirit  of  Christ,  every  political  government 
would  have  been  a  democracy,  patterned 
after  the  order  that  had  prevailed  in  heaven. 
The  Lord  purposed  it  to  be  that  way.  Men 
would  have  worked  out  a  plan  of  life  that 
would  grant  them  the  greatest  latitude  in 
choice  compatible  with  the  rights  of  the 
community.  In  the  United  States  this  spirit 
of  democracy  has  reached  a  greater  height 


than  in  any  other  country. 

It  is  the  inherent  right  of  every  human 
being  to  make  his  own  decisions  religiously 
and  politically.  This  is  the  spirit  of  Christ. 
Compulsion,  force,  is  the  spirit  of  Satan.  Let 
us  make  no  mistake  about  that.  Force  in  the 
home,  force  in  the  state,  force  in  the  Church, 
force  anywhere,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of 
the  gospel,  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  progress. 
Always  persuasion,  reasoning,  discussion,  is 
more  effective  than  compulsion.  One  can  be 
led  as  well  as  driven.  To  be  sure,  the  wilful 
rebel  should  be  "punished,"  as  he  was  in 
heaven,  else  he  will  destroy  both  society 
and  the  Church:  Whatever  happens  to  us, 
within  certain  limits,  is  the  result  of  our 
actions,  which  are  the  effect  of  our  decisions. 

Since  freedom  of  choice  is  so  vital  in  hu- 
man life,  it  follows  that  children  and  young 
persons  should  not  only  know  this,  but  act 
upon  it.  In  education,  whether  in  the  home 
or  in  the  school,  children  should  be  made  to 
see  and  to  feel  that  certain  results  follow 
their  decisions.  Life  is  not  a  matter  of  re- 
wards and  punishments  so  much  as  laws, 
decisions,  and  natural  consequences.  Here 
is  a  rule  of  conduct;  we  may  obey  or  disobey 
this  rule;  that  is  our  right,  up  to  a  certain 
point;  but  something  happens  to  us,  one  way 
or  another,  according  as  we  adhere  to  or 
break  the  rule.  It  is  just  as  simple  as  that. 
When  we  are  free  to  follow  or  violate  a 
principle  or  law,  we  thereby  assume  a  re- 
sponsibility for  what  we  say  or  do,  and  we 
cannot  complain  at  the  consequences.  We 
have  invited  those  consequences.  No  drunk- 
en  driver   can   say,   after   an   accident,    "I 

Page  97 


98 


THE  INSTRUCTOR 


March.  1940 


didn't  know!"  It  was  his  business  to  "know" 
while  he  was  sober  and  able  to  make  a  clear 
decision. 

The  writer  knows  of  a  father  and  a  moth- 
er who  never  make  a  decision  for  their  chil- 
dren. Instead,  when  a  situation  comes  up  in 
the  life  of  one  of  the  children,  they  discuss 
it,  open  it  up,  show  what  decisions  may  be 
made,  and  what  would  happen  if  any  of  these 
are  made.  The  situation  thus  cleared  up  to 
the  child's  mind,  he  is  left  free  to  choose. 


Of  course,  these  parents,  adhering  to  the 
divine  injunction  in  the  Doctrine  and  Cove- 
nants 68:25-27,  "teach  their  children  to  un- 
derstand the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the 
Church,"  and,  having  taught  them,  they  en- 
deavor to  get  them  to  make  the  right  deci- 
sion. Thus  the  children  of  this  couple  learn 
the  greatest  lesson  that  life  can  give  them, 
that  they  will  reap  what  they  sow,  that 
they  are  responsible  for  what  they  do, 
that  they  must  consider  before  they  act.  And 
this,  too,  is  the  job  of  the  teacher. 


THIS  MONTH'S  COVER  PICTURE 

FIRST  VIEW  OF  SALT  LAKE  VALLEY 
(From  an  Oil  Painting  by  J,  Leo  Fairbanks) 

It  is  hard  for  us  to  imagine,  at  this  distance  threatening  in  a  stampede  to  trample  under- 
and  under  such  different  conditions,  the  feel-  feet  man  and  beast;  deaths  from  malaria  and 
ings  with  which  the  Latter-day  Saints  first  mountain  fever;  sometimes  hunger  and  thirst; 
looked  upon  the  Salt  Lake  valley. 

They  had  been  driven  out  into  the  wilder- 
ness from  their  homes  in  Illinois.  Nor  had 
they  been  given  time  in  which  to  sell  what 
they  could  not  take  with  them.  So  they 
left  Nauvoo  ill  prepared  for  their  long  trek 
of  fourteen  hundred  miles  over  plain  and 
prairie  and  mountain. 


always  dust  and  grime  and  toil — these  were 
all  but  unendurable  hardships,  especially  for 
women  and  children. 

In  the  meanwhile  they  had  been  taught  to 
took  forward,  instead  of  backward — for- 
ward to  peace,  prosperity,  contentment, 
home.  And  everyone  knows  what  anticipa- 
tion means.  It  was  the  place  which  God 
Their  stay  of  more  than  a  year  on  the  had  prepared.  'There  the  Saints  would  be 
Missouri  was  longer  than  they  had  expected,  blessed."  There  they  would  be  free  to  wor- 
This  was  because  the  Mormon  Batallion  took  ship  God  in  their  own  way.  Even  a  group 
so  many  of  their  men  and  boys.  The  pioneer  of  Gentiles  wept,  after  their  journey  across 
expedition  was  therefore  postponed  one  year,  the  plains,  on  first  beholding  the  valley  from 
Meantime  other  Saints  joined  the  caravan,      the  east  bench 


mostly  from  across  the  sea  in  England, 
Scotland,  and  Wales,  swelling  its  numbers  to 
perhaps  fifty  thousand.  A  miniature  nation 
on  its  feet  and  on  wheels 


What  did  it  matter  that  it  was  dry,  deso- 
late, and  unattractive?  All  the  better  for  that. 
It  would  not  be  so  likely  to  draw  the  Gentiles 

■at  least,  for  a  time.    But  it  was  home!  Here 


The  journey  over  the  plains  and  moun-      they  could  rest  and,  like  Naomi,  be  buried. 
tains  was   anything   but  pleasant.     Indians,  No  marvel  that  the  family  pictured  on  our 

ready  to  steal  horses  and  cattle;  buffaloes,      cover  wept  and  prayed  on  first  seeing  it! 


WHAT  IS  A  PERSON'S  WORTH? 

By  Thomas  L.  Martin 

An  adult  human  being  weighs  about  120  cause  these  chemical  elements  have  been 
pounds.  This  weight  consists  of  fats,  starches,  organized  by  man's  Creator.  Man  himself 
sugars,  and  proteins.  These  compounds  are  has  such  power  over  this  organization  that 
made  up  of  chemical  elements,  of  which  he  can  lift  his  community  and  his  church 
nitrogen,  phosphorus,  and  potash  are  the  to  higher  levels  of  accomplishment,  or  he 
principal  ones.  They  are  the  most  important  can  drag  them  down.  According  to  the 
from  the  chemical  point  of  view  because  of  choice  he  makes,  so  is  his  value  determined, 
the  part  they  play  in  enriching  the  soil  and  If  he  influences  people  to  be  honest,  trust- 
making  the  plants  grow  better.  worthy,  and  congenial;  if  he  puts  hope  into 

There  is  enough  nitrogen,  phosphorus,  and  the  hearts  of  his  fellows  where  despair  pre- 
potash  in  a  120-pound  man  to  make  him  viously  existed,  his  worth  is  very  great  in- 
worth  $7.21.     However,  to  think  that  man  deed, 

can  be  measured  in  terms   of  the   market         The  Sunday  School  teacher  is  one  of  the 
value  of  his  chemical  units  is  a  mistake,  be-  {Continued  on  page  100) 


WHERE  ART  THOU,  ABRAHAM? 


By  A  Lover  of  the  Bible 

"For  the  teacher  of  the  Bible,  the  most  usable  of  Christ's  words  are:  "Ask  and  ye 
shall  receive,  seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  unto  you."  In  the 
preparation  of  a  lesson  this  quotation  strikes  the  keynote  of  the  method  to  be  used. 
Ask.  ...  As  soon  as  you  know  you  have  God's  Word  to  give  to  others  ask  that  its  full 
meaning  be  made  clear  to  you.  This  asking  will  give  you  eyes  that  see  and  ears  that 
hear.  Then  seek.  .  .  .  Open  your  heart  to  the  meaningful  happenings  of  life  all  about 
you.  Know  that  if  you  are  sincere  in  your  desire  to  do  His  work  He  will  reveal  to  you 
the  material  to  use.  When  you  gather  from  experience  the  precious  examples  for  your 
story  then  you  are  ready  to  knock.  What  is  the  hidden  treasure?  Why  was  this  story 
put  in  the  Holy  Book?  And  the  answer  will  come. 


I  was  asked  to  teach  the  story  of  Abra- 
ham's offering  of  Isaac  as  a  sacrifice.  I  had 
heard  the  story  many  times.  As  a  child  it 
had  horrified  me  that  a  father  would  do 
such  a  thing.  As  a  youth  I  rebelled  at  youth 
being  sacrificed.  As  an  adult  I  questioned 
but  palliated  myself  with  the  thought  that 
Abraham  lived  in  the  days  of  sacrifice.  Now 
I  wondered  how  I  could  make  the  story  live 
in  the  twentieth  century.  I  asked  myself  the 
question  as  was  my  habit  the  minute  I  knew 
1  was  to  pass  it  into  the  hearts  and  minds  of 
others.  Through  the  week  I  sought  the  an- 
swer. 

On  the  bus  the  next  morning  I  looked 
around  for  faces  that  might  resemble  Abra- 
ham's, strong,  trusting  faces  of  men  who 
would  do  God's  work  unfalteringly.  I  was 
disappointed.  Men's  faces  were  too  uncon- 
cerned, too  troubled,  too  sad.  "Abraham, 
where  art  thou?"  I  asked  half  aloud,  and 
the  lady  in  the  seat  ahead  of  me  turned  a 
quizzical  eye  in  my  direction. 

It  was  inventory  time  and  the  thought  of 
the  ancient  man  of  faith  was  far  from  me 
that  day.  I  walked  home  after  work  to 
stretch  myself  a  bit  and  expand  my  lungs. 
Ahead  of  me  was  a  familiar  figure,  a  neigh- 
bor. He  was  walking  slowly  and  his  shoul- 
ders were  a  bit  drooped.  Apart  we  contem- 
plated our  troubles,  together  we  might 
laugh;  so  I  caught  up  with  him  and  put  a 
cheery  tone  around  the  old  words. 

"How's  everything?"  I  smiled  oddly. 

"All  right,"  he  said. 

"You  never  go  down  on  my  bus,  do  you?" 
I  continued." 

"I  walk."  He  didn't  help  much  in  making 
conversation. 

"I'll  walk  with  you  from  now  on,  it  would 
do  me  good."  I  was  getting  on. 

"I  lost  my  job,"  he  said  shortly,  "I  won't 
be  going  any  more." 

I  thrashed  around  in  my  mind  for  some 
thought  that  wasn't  pity  or  pessimism.  Fi- 
nally it  came. 


'You  have  a  promising  young  son,  haven't 


you? 

"Yes,  I  have." 

"What's  he  doing?" 

"This  is  his  last  year.  He's  studying  to  be 
a  scientist.  He'll  have  to  stop  school  now." 

My  neighbor's  voice  was  not  bitter.  It 
was  not  cold,  and  when  he  added, 

"I  haven't  told  him  yet.  I'm  one  of  those 
men  who  always  believes  something  will 
happen.  It  usually  does,"  there  was  a  queer 
tone  as  of  some  far  off  flute  ringing  in  his 
voice.  My  words  sounded  flat  when  I  tried 
to  fill  in  the  silence  with  the  commonplace, 
deadened  remark. 

"Life  plays  queer  tricks  on  us  sometimes." 
He  caught  me  up  immediately  with  fire  in 
his  words. 

"There  aren't  any  tricks.  God  tests  us  and 
if  we  come  through  we  go  on  to  another  test- 
ing. My  soft  spots  are  my  tithing  and  my 
son,  God's  law  and  my  child.  I  have  enough 
money  saved  to  pay  my  tithing,  and  if  my 
son's  career  is  to  be  cut  off,  it  is  all  in  His 
hands."  He  turned  toward  me  and  a  light 
shone  upon  his  face, 

"I  have  enough  faith  to  take  me  into  to- 
morrow." 

I  wasn't  very  talkative  that  night  at  sup- 
per. My  wife  told  me  about  someone  who 
was  sick  down  (the  street  and  the  headlines 
of  the  paper  carried  me  into  a  whirlpool  of 
troubles.  So  it  was  not  until  three  days  later 
that  I  recalled  my  neighbor  who,  upon  second 
thought,  resembled  the  man  in  the  story  I 
was  to  teach.  There  had  been  no  question 
of  his  using  the  tithing  money  to  tide  his 
family  over.  Tithing  was  God's  law,  and  he, 
a  man  of  faith,  obeyed  it.  Yet  I  was  sure 
there  were  many  men  who  would  have  con- 
sidered the  situation  an  emergency.  But  not 
one  of  Abraham's  seed.  Nor  had  he  com- 
plained of  his  son's  necessary  sacrifice.  I 
felt  quality  in  this  man.  Yet  he  was  passive. 
Perhaps  he  was  just  letting  these  things  be 
because  they  were  fate.  However,  I  couldn't 
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get  over  the  strong  conviction  that  the  calm 
within  him  was  a  gift  of  the  spirit. 

My  son  met  me  at  the  door  that  night 
with  the  news  that  the  little  chap  up  the 
street  must  be  dying,  cars  had  been  rush- 
ing up. 

"What's  his  name?"  I  asked. 

"Dale,"  said  my  son  softly.  Suddenly  I 
remembered  that  I  had  heard  of  him  from 
my  wife.  Queer  how  one  must  have  his  at- 
tention struck  several  times  before  he  will 
arise  and  be  a  Christian.  I  turned  from  my 
door  and  said, 

"I'll  go  and  see;  son." 

The  atmosphere  I  had  expected  was  not 
there.  There  was  no  worry  on  the  faces  of 
the  parents.  There  was  no  tension  in  the 
house.  He  must  have  passed  the  crisis. 

"Is  there  anything  I  can  do?"  I  asked 
clumsily. 

"We  wanted  someone;  will  you  join  my 
husband?"  The  other  poised  and  smiUng 
spoke.  "You  see  we  feel  we  must  put  Dale 
in  the  hands  of  God." 

I  laid  aside  my  hat  and  followed  them 
into  the  room.  I  had  not  been  as  good  a  neigh- 
bor as  I  should  have  been,  but  when  I  saw 
the  child  I  remembered  how  talented  he 
was,  a  promising  young  violinist. 

Words  came  to  me  slowly  and  soon  1 
was  gripped  by  a  spirit  stronger  than  I.  I 
heard  myself  sayinq  that  he  would  be  re- 
leased from  pain  and  would  go  oeacefullv  on 
to  play  greater  music  than  before.  When 
I  stopped  I  dreaded  to  look  up. 

"It  is  God's  will."  Dale's  father  said.  "If 
we  abide  by  His  will  that  is  the  most  we  can 
do."  Then  a  lightness  took  possession  of 
us — a  jov,  and  we  were  smiling.  The  child 
stirred.  He  gave  a  deep  breath  and  opened 
his  eyes. 

"I'm  all  right  mummy,"  he  murmured.  As 
I  slipped  outside  the  door  to  leave  the  par- 
ents alone  with  their  returned  child  I  almost 


expected  to  see  a  ram  caught  in  the  bar- 
berry bush. 

Later  on  the  father  told  me  he  had  not 
let  his  wife  know  how  ill  the  child  was.  And 
I  wondered  for  the  first  time  whether  Abra- 
ham said  anything  to  Sarah  before  he  took 
Isaac  up  into  the  hills. 

How  strangely  these  men  had  come  into 
my  week's  experience.  Yes,  Abraham  is  here 
today,  I  said  to  myself,  but  only  those  who 
are  looking  for  him  will  find  him.  "What 
went  ye  forth  to  see?"  I  know  now  why 
Christ  said  that.  If  I  had  gone  forth  to  see 
sorrow  and  trouble  and  injustice  perpetrated 
upon  good,  hard-working  men  I  would  have 
found  it. 

The  third  and  climactic  event  of  my  search 
was  meeting  the  man  with  a  trailer  who  had 
left  home  and  family  in  order  to  take  the 
message  of  Christ  to  the  world.  He  was  the 
first  man  I  had  met  who  lived  the  Beatitudes 
and  made  them  work.  He  took  no  thought  of 
the  tomorrow.  He  had  an  eye  single  to  the 
glory  of  God  and  went  about  doing  his  Fa- 
ther's business.  He  lost  his  life  that  he  might 
find  it  and  from  the  joy  on  his  countenance 
there  was  little  doubt  that  he  had  found  it. 
Yet  many  people  smiled  at  him  and  thought 
him  foolish.  They  would  have  thought  that 
other  Abraham  foolish  too  if  they  had  lived 
long  ago  and  had  known  what  he  set  out 
to  do  that  memorable  morning. 

"Know  ye,  therefore,"  said  Paul,  "that 
they  which  are  of  faith,  the  same  are  the 
children  of  Abraham."  I  had  asked,  "Where 
art  thou  Abraham?"  and  three  children  of 
his  seed  had  come  into  my  life:  the  first 
obeyed  the  law  without  question,  the  second 
had  faith  which  was  unfaltering,  the  third 
was  joyously  offering  all  to  God.  The  Bible 
story  had  come  alive.  Now  I  had  the  spirit 
that  would  fill  the  lesson  until  it  overflowed 
into  the  hearts  of  the  hearers  and  carried 
conviction.  For  it  is  the  spirit  that  quick- 
ens and  makes  alive. 


WHAT  IS  A  PERSON'S  WORTH? 


(Continued  from  page  98) 


best  representatives  of  the  valuable  commun- 
ity and  church  worker.  This  teacher  may  be 
a  young  woman.  She  carries  influence  in  her 
ward.  She  is  constantly  engaged  in  making 
Latter-day  Saints,  perhaps  more  than  any 
other  person.  She  commands  respect  wher- 
ever she  goes.  The  children  salute  her. 
They  watch  her,  and  whatever  she  does  is 
registered  in  the  minds  of  those  little  children. 
They  are  lifted  or  lowered  in  those  Latter- 
day  Saint  ideals  according  to  the  way  the 
teacher  lives.    What  a  responsibility  for  this 


teacher!  How  insignificant  the  thought  that 
she  could  be  measured  in  terms  of  chemical 
elements  and  their  market  value!  Worth, 
that  finds  the  teacher  cooperating  with  the 
parent  and  lifting  those  children  to  a  higher 
plane  of  righteous  endeavor  so  character- 
istic of  a  good  Latter-day  Saint  living,  is  a 
worth  that  far  surpasses  any  material  means 
of  measurement  yet  devised  by  man.  For- 
tunate, indeed,  is  the  ward  that  has  a  good 
group  of  efficient  and  willing  Sunday  School 
workers. 


A  LITTLE  HOME  MISSIONARY 


Mark  Dale  and  Fred  Hall  had  been  play- 
mates, schoolmates  and  fast  friends  all  their 
young  lives.  They  were  about  the  same 
age,  and  when  they  were  twenty  years  old 
they  married  at  the  same  time  twin  sisters, 
Aggie  and  Maggie  Huston. 

At  the  time  the  incidents  here  related  oc- 
curred, the  two  families,  much  like  one,  had 
each  sons  and  daughters  ranging  in  age  from 
about  two  and  a  half  years  to  eighteen  and 
twenty.  Their  homes  were  scarcely  ten  rods 
apart  on  a  plain  street  with  nothing  to  ob- 
struct the  view  from  one  to  the  other. 

It  was  the  day  before  Christmas  when 
Fred  with  his  ten  year  old  son,  Sidney,  came 
driving  along  in  his  horse  wagon  past  his 
brother-in-law's  place.  Mark  was  just  out- 
side the  gate  and  the  two  men  haled  each 
other.  Fred  had  been  to  the  mill  and  in  the 
back  of  his  wagon  were  bags  of  flour  and 
corn  meal.  Some  of  Mark's  animals  were 
drinking  from  a  stream  near-by,  and  as  soon 
as  the  wagon  stopped  a  two-year-old  heifer 
came  to  the  back  of  it  and  began  examining 
the  bags  therein  with  her  nose.  That  rather 
unusual  display  was  noticed.  Mark  said 
"That's  the  most  intelligent  animal  I  ever 
saw;  she  smells  the  corn  meal  there  and  thinks 
to  get  a  lick  of  it." 

"Well  she  won't!"  said  Fred,  and  to  his 
dog  he  called — "Sick  'em  Bounce!" 

The  dog,  from  under  the  wagon,  "bounced" 
at  the  heifer's  legs,  and  as  she  turned  and 
started  to  run  away  he  followed  and  bit  at 
her  heels.  Half  turning  to  hook  the  dog  with 
her  horns,  and  at  the  same  time,  as  they  came 
to  the  creek,  jumping  to  go  over  it,  the  poor, 
frightened  heifer  fell  doubled  up  on  the  bank, 
breaking,  or  dislocating  her  neck.  As  the 
animal  did  not  get  up  but  rolled  over  and 
stretched  out  as  if  dead  or  dying,  the  two 
men  and  the  boy  all  ran  to  her. 

"Of  all  things!"  said  Fred,  "It  looks  as  if 
she  were  dead." 

Mark  had  been  cutting  off  a  troublesome 
branch  of  a  tree,  and  held  a  long  knife  in  his 
hand  which  he  shook  savagely  as  he  respond- 
ed, "She  is  dead,  and  I  will  kill  that  demon 
dog!" 

"Why  no!  The  dog  is  not  in  the  least  to 
blame;  he  was  only  obeying  his  master's 
orders,"  said  Fred. 

As  if  he  understood  the  whole  matter, 
Bounce  did  not  wait  to  be  told  his  life  might 
be  in  danger,  but  rushed  off  toward  home  as 
fast  as  he  could  run.  Mark  raised  the  head 
of  the  heifer  and  then  cut  her  throat,  so  that 
if  she  were  not  really  dead,  all  her  suffering 
would  be  ended. 


"I'll  help  you  drag  her  inside  the  fence,  and 
skin  and  cut  her  up,"  said  Fred  kindly. 

"No  you  won't  touch  her!"  shouted  Mark 
in  great  rage.  "You  can  follow  your  blasted 
dog.  If  you  had  as  much  sense  as  he  had  you 
would  know  I  don't  want  you  on  my  place, 
and  that  you'd  better  keep  out  of  my  way!" 

"Father,  let's  go  home!"  said  Sidney  in 
rather  a  frightened  voice.  And  without  other 
response  tne  father  took  the  child's  hand 
and  they  went. 

A  very  sudden  change  took  place  in  those 
two  homes  right  then.  The  two  sisters, 
Aggie  and  Maggie,  had  been  for  some  time 
happily  engaged,  with  the  approval  and  help 
of  all  members  of  both  families,  in  making 
ready  for  a  more  than  ordinary  Christmas 
celebration  to  be  carried  through  by  the  two 
families  without  assistance  or  interference  of 
others.  There  was  to  be  a  Royal  Dinner  at 
one  of  the  homes,  where  every  member  of 
both  families  should  be  present  and  partici- 
pate. Following  the  dinner  a  Family  Meet- 
ing was  to  be  held  in  the  other  home  in 
which  every  member  was  to  take  part  either 
with  an  appropriate  speech,  song  or  reading, 
and  singing  altogether  was  also  being  ar- 
ranged for.  A  remarkably  good  time  was 
being  anticipated. 

As  Fred  with  his  son  drove  home  the  boy 
said,  "Uncle  Mark  is  awful  mad,  isn't  he?" 

The  father  replied,  "Yes,  he  is,  Sid!  He 
does  not  often  allow  himself  to  get  angry,  but 
when  he  does,  it  is  really  awful!  I  don't  know 
how  this  will  end.  He  has  never  before 
shown  himself  as  enraged  at  me  at  he  seems 
to  be  now." 

"And  it  takes  so  long  for  him  to  get  over 
his  mad  fits — I  guess  it  is  all  up  with  our  fine 
celebration  tomorrow!"  said  Sid,  sorrowfully. 
And  by  the  way  things  were  talked  over  in 
both  homes  for  the  rest  of  that  day,  it  looked 
as  though  the  boy's  guess  might  be  right. 

When  bed  time  came  that  evening,  Sid- 
ney asked  to  be  allowed  to  stay  up  for  a 
while  and  study  his  Sunday  School  lessons, 
as  he  had  been  appointed  to  give  a  brief  talk 
the  next  Sunday,  and  had  been  so  taken  up 
with  Christmas  affairs  he  had  not  even  set- 
tled his  mind  on  what  subject  he  would  try 
speaking  upon.  So  he  kept  the  lamp  burning 
and  hunted  in  the  Bible  and  the  Doctrine 
and  Covenants  until  he  found  something  on 
the  theme  which  impressed  him  as  the  right 
one  for  him  to  try  to  say  something  about. 
After  studying  for  a  while,  as  he  arose  from 
the  chair  thinking  to  retire  to  rest,  he  happend 
to  look  through  the  window  toward  his 
uncle's  home.    There  was  still  a  light  in  the 
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study  room,  and,— maybe — a  new  thought 
came  to  him.  Dropping  upon  his  knees  he 
hastily  breathed  a  very  Fervent  prayer.  Then 
hurrying  into  his  coat  and  taking  his  two 
books  he  noiselessly  left  his  home  and  has- 
tened to  his  uncle's.  Without  knocking  he 
entered,  and  as  he  had  hoped,  found  his 
uncle  alone,  all  the  others  having  retired  to 
rest. 

"Sid!  Out  in  this  cold — Woo!"  was 
Mark's  astonished  greeting. 

"O,  Uncle!"  said  Sid,  'I  hope  I  shall  not 
trouble  you,  I  just  had  to  come!" 

"What's  happened?"  asked  Mark. 

"You  know  what  happened  this  morning," 
Sid  replied  with  a  quiver  in  his  voice.  Mark's 
only  answer  to  that  was  a  clenching  of  his 
fists  and  a  stamping  with  one  foot.  The  boy 
then  proceeded  with  the  business  he  was 
there  for.  Laying  his  books  on  the  table  he 
opened  them  at  places  he  had  marked  and 
began  speaking.  "Last  Sunday,"  he  said,  "I 
was  appointed  to  give  a  brief  talk  next  Sun- 
day, and  this  evening  while  I  was  prayerfully 
hunting  for  a  theme  I  might  choose,  I  was 
directed  to  these  lines  in  these  two  books. 
May  I  read  them  to  you?" 

"Yes,  I  want  to  hear  them,"  the  man  an- 
swered with  surprising  meekness.  And 
Sidney  read,  first  from  the  Bible,  Matthew 
6th  chapter  and  verses  14  and  15,  "For  if  ye 
forgive  men  their  trespasses,  your  Heavenly 
Father  will  also  forgive  you:  But  if  ye  for- 
give not  men  their  trespasses,  neither  will 
your  Father  forgive  your  trespasses."  Then, 
from  Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  64, 
verse  9,  "Wherefore  I  say  unto  you,  that  ye 
ought  to  forgive  one  another,  for  he  that 
forgiveth    not    his    brother    his    trespasses, 


standeth   condemned  before  the  Lord,   for 
there  remaineth  in  him  the  greater  sin." 

When  these  readings  were  finished,  as 
Mark  did  not  speak  Sidney  said,  "I  chose 
this  theme  to  speak  on  because  of  what  hap- 
pened today.  What  about  you  and  my 
lather?" 

"You  blessed  child!"  sobbed  Mark,  throw- 
ing his  arms  around  Sidney  and  drawing  him 
to  his  breast.  And  the  repentant  man  wept, 
and  wept  for  some  time,  being  unable  to 
control  himself  so  as  to  say  anything.  When 
he  became  somewhat  relieved  so  as  to  speak, 
he  placed  the  boy  in  a  chair  out  of  his  arms 
and  sitting  down  beside  him  began  talking  to 
him  in  a  very  tender,  humble  voice. 

"My  little  man!"  he  said,  "you  have  given 
me,  I  think,  the  most  helpful  lesson  I  have 
ever  received  in  my  life.  I  may  have  read 
and  heard  those  words  you  have  just  read, 
many  times,  but  never  with  the  convincing 
spirit  and  force  with  which  you  have  given 
them  now.  You  certainly  came  to  me  with 
the  meek  and  irresistible  influence  of  a  true 
Peacemaker.  You  will  surely  be  among 
those  who  'shall  be  called  the  children  of 
God.'  Please  tell  your  father  I  have  for- 
given him  for  what  seemed  to  me  a  very 
grievous  offense  today,  and  I  want  him  to 
kindly  forgive  the  unmanly  way  in  which  I 
railed  at  him.  Let's  all  forget  it,  and  have 
the  delightful  Christmas  we  have  been  plan- 
ning for  tomorrow.  And  you  go  on,  dear 
boy,  in  the  careful,  prayerful  way  you  have 
chosen,  and  you  will  become  a  great  mission- 
ary. Even  now  you  are  a  little  volunteer 
Home  Missionary — one  of  the  best  of  them! 
I  thank  you,  and  may  God  continue  to  bless 
you  forever,  dear  little  Sidney!" 

Lula  Greene  Richards. 


Ji  cJeachers 
LPrayer 

By  Mabel  Jones 

(3^ 


If  I  can  teach  them  more  of  Thee, 
A  way  to  live  more  reverently* 
To  serve  all  men  unselfishly, 
And  love  Thy  truth  wholeheartedly- 

If  I  can  fill  their  young  new  hearts 
With  faith  to  nobly  do  their  parts; 
If  I  can  train  each  keen  clear  mind 
To  evaluate  the  truths  they  find; 

If  I  can  give  them  courage  strong, 
Teach  them  to  meet  life  with  a  song; 
If  I  can  mold  one  character 
Into  a  pattern  fine  and  pure— 

If  I  can  bring  them  nearer  Thee, 
Then  I  shall  merit  truthfully 
The  task  entrusted  now  to  me, 
And  bear  my  title  honorably. 


I  LOVE  TO  TEACH 

By  E.  Cecil  McGavin 


I  once  knew  a  famous  botanist  in  Cali- 
fornia who  found  a  wealth  of  joy  in  his 
flower  garden.  As  if  by  magic  he  could 
combine  certain  plants  or  trees  and  call  forth 
new  forms  of  life  and  varieties  of  fruits. 
This  man's  family  life  was  ideal,  yet  he 
could  neglect  his  devoted  wife  for  hours  at 


E.  CECIL  McGAVIN 

a  time  while  he  watched  the  plants  in  his 
garden  obey  his  commands. 

The  children  in  the  neighborhood  spoke 
of  him  as  a  fairy  whose  magic  wand  brought 
forth  miracles  in  nature.  Even  the  scientists 
marvelled  at  his  startling  results.  This  man 
loved  his  flowers  so  much  that  he  specified 
in  his  will  that  his  ashes  be  buried  beneath 
his  favorite  tree  beside  the  garden  he  had 
loved  so  well.  Today  when  tourists  visit 
the  home  of  Luther  Burbank  they  are  shown 
his  plants,  flowers  and  trees,  their  attention 
being  called  to  one  graceful  evergreen  be- 
neath which  his  ashes  rest. 

So  much  like  his  beautiful  garden  is  a 
room  full  of  students  yearning  for  instruc- 
tion. As  the  flowers  in  a  sheltered  place 
reach  out  toward  the  sun  and  "as  the  hart 
panteth  after  the  water  brooks,"  so  do  eager 
students  yearn  for  guidance. 

In  our  many  teaching  situations  in  the 
Church  we  have  an  opportunity  to  guide 


these  willing  students  to  the  light  and  open 
the  portals  of  heaven  to  their  view.  Into 
our  classes  come  boys  and  girls  who  timidly 
stand  at  the  threshold  of  adult  life,  undecided 
which  course  they  will  pursue.  The  oppor- 
tunity is  ours  to  give  each  sensitive  soul  the 
attention  and  guidance  which  Burbank  gave 
to  his  flowers. 

The  teacher  is  the  gardener  in  the  garden 
of  life.  I  love  to  teach  because  so  many 
anxious  souls  reach  out  toward  the  light  that 
is  pointed  out  to  them. 

It  has  been  said  that  "a  child  is  half  imp 
and  half  angel.  The  imp  develops  naturally, 
while  the  angel  has  to  be  cultivated."  I  love 
to  teach  because  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
of  cultivating  souls!  of  helping  others  to 
achieve  their  high  ideals,  to  realize  their 
divinity. 

One  teacher  has  thoughtfully  said:  "To 
me  there  is  given  the  privilege  of  being  the 
cup  bearer  between  the  Master  and  His 
children  who  would  drink  of  His  fountain  of 
truth."  This  responsibility  is  doubly  great 
when  we  instruct  those  in  the  plastic  years 
of  youth. 

This  thought  came  forcefully  to  my  mind 
when  I  stood  at  the  bedside  of  a  faithful 
man  who  had  reached  his  three  score  years 
and  ten,  and  a  young  mission  president  said 
to  him:  "Of  all  the  men  who  ever  had  a 
great  influence  over  me  for  good,  none  but 
my  own  father  has  touched  my  heart  and 
inspired  my  soul  more  than  you.  Back  of 
every  lesson  you  ever  taught  I  seemed  to 
hear  a  voice  from  above  shouting,  'Hitch 
your  wagon  to  a  star'." 

The  poet  has  expressed  the  thought  in 
these  choice  words: 

I  took  a  piece  of  plastic  clay, 

And  idly  fashioned  it  one  day, 

And  as  my  fingers  pressed  it,  still 

It  moved  and  yielded  to  my  will. 

I  came  again  when  days  were  passed — 

That  bit  of  clay  was  hard  at  last. 

The  form  I  gave  it  still  it  bore, 

But  I  could  change  that  form  no  more. 

I  took  a  piece  of  human  clay, 
And  gently  formed  it  day  by  day, 
And  moulded  with  my  power  and  art, 
A  young  child's  soft  and  yielding  heart. 
I  came  again  when  years  were  gone — - 
It  was  a  man  I  looked  upon. 
He  still  that  early  impress  bore, 
But  I  could  change  it  nevermore. 
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A  Short  Story  for  Mother's  Day,  May  12th 

By  Christie  Lund  Coles 


Raechel  Saunders  was  at  the  church  early, 
immaculate  in  a  blue  tailored  suit  and  a  white 
blouse,  her  dark  hair,  slightly  sprinkled  with 
grey,  tidily  done  in  a  large  bun  at  the  nape 
of  her  white  throat. 

She  paused  on  the  steps  of  the  chapel  be- 
fore she  went  in.  It  was  a  heavenly  day — 
blue  and  gold  and  sweet  with  the  fragrance 
of  early  roses  and  lilacs.  These  lilacs  which 
hung  in  lavender  splendor  over  the  adjoining 
fence  almost  to  the  door  of  the  church. 
She  caught  her  breath  at  the  familiar  scent 
of  them.  How  many  Mays  she  had  come 
and  gone  here,  had  drunk  of  their  fragrance. 

How  many  Mays!  And  still  one  morning 
stood  out  like  a  cameo  in  her  mind.  It  had 
been  washed  clean  by  a  light  rain,  it  was  blue 
and  misted  with  gold  much  like  this  morning. 
Her  heart  had  been  a  cup  drinking  in  the 
beauty  of  it  all,  a  cup  filled  with  happiness, 
with  youth,  with  love  of  the  square-shoul- 
dered young  man  who  had  reached  up  to 
pick  a  bloom  and  pin  it  against  her  shoulder. 
He  had  smiled  into  her  eyes  and  her  fingers 
had  tightened  about  his  fingers.  .  .  . 

Suddenly,  she  shivered  a  little  as  the  sun 
drifted  behind  a  lone  cloud.  Shivered  and 
came  back  to  reality  with  a  start.  How 
strange,  that  after  all  these  years  it  could 
still  be  so  real.  But  Charles  had  died  of 
Pneumonia.  He  had  been  dead  now  for 
nearly  twenty  years.  And,  somehow,  she 
had  gone  on  without  him.  At  first  the  people 
in  the  ward  had  been  too  kind  and  too 
solicitous  about  her  happiness.  Now  hardly 
anyone  remembered.  She  was  just  Rae 
Saunders,  Sunday  School  teacher  for  twenty- 
two  years,  with  a  perfect  attendance,  'Never 
late,'  'Never  tardy.' 

Hundreds  of  boys  and  girls  had  been  in 
her  classes.  Into  each  one  of  them  she  had 
given  a  little  of  herself,  a  little  of  her  heart 
that  had  no  place  else  to  spend  itself.  Yet, 
now  in  this  moment,  it  all  seemed  a  waste. 
She  had  loved  them  only  to  lose  them  too.  She 
had  no  bonds  which  tied  them  to  her  such  as 
these  mothers  had  who  were  coming  with 
their  children  beside  them  to  the  Mother's 
Day  program. 

Why,  she  had  almost  forgotten  that  she 
must  hurry  and  prepare  her  class  for  their 
number  on  the  program.  Several  of  them 
were  to  recite  little  verses,  then  they  were 
all  to  sing,  "That  Wonderful  Mother  of 
Mine."  And  the  Bishop  had  announced  last 
week  that  Dick  Campbell  was  to  be  the 
speaker.  Could  it  be  possible  that  he  had 
grown  into  such  a  successful  young  Doctor. 
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To  her  he  would  always  be  the  sandy-haired 
youngster  she  had  taught  for  three  years  and 
had  loved  so  much.  Other  teachers  called 
him  a  problem  child,  had  almost  given  him 
up.  But  something  about  him  had  reminded 
her  of  the  boy  that  might  have  been  theirs  if 
Charles  had  lived. 

They  had  been  such  good  friends!  But 
the  years  had  swept  him  away  from  her  like 
the  others,  the  years  that  hurried  on  but  stood 
still  only  for  her. 

The  chapel  was  beautifully  decorated.  On 
the  stand  stood  vase  after  vase  of  long- 
stemmed  roses  which  were  to  be  given  to 
the  mothers  at  the  end  of  the  program.  All 
of  the  mothers  were  seated  on  the  front 
benches — the  young,  the  old,  the  tired,  the 
poor.  They  were  all  one  today,  one  because 
of  the  most  beautiful  of  experiences. 

As  the  music  began,  she  thought  of  her 
own  mother  and  a  tear  slipped  unnoticed 
from  her  eye  onto  the  soft,  curled  hair  of  a 
little  girl  who  was  nestled  lovingly  against 
her  shoulder.  A  girl  who  looked  up  at  her 
and  said,  "I'm  scared.  You  will  help  me, 
won't  you,  if  I  forget?  And  you'll  look  at  me 
so  I  won't  feel  lost." 

Rae  hugged  her  against  her,  "Of  course. 
Of  course  I  will.  Think  of  your  mother  and 
recite  to  her." 

"I  will.    Her  .  .  .  and  you." 

As  she  arose  to  play  for  her  class,  Dick 
saw  her  and  smiled  and  nodded.  Afterward, 
he  arose  to  speak.  He  spoke  eloquently. 
When  he  had  almost  finished,  he  turned  to 
where  she  was  sitting  and  said:  "In  closing 
I  should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  a  woman  who 
was  second  only  to  my  mother  in  shaping 
my  life.  She  was  and  is  a  teacher  in  this 
ward. 

"I  came  to  her  as  an  unruly  boy.  My 
mother  was  dead.  I  behaved  on  the  premise 
that  I  was  too  smart  for  anything  that  Sunday 
School  could  teach  me.  I  daresay  I  spent 
a  lot  of  time  disrupting  the  order  of  the  class. 
One  morning  I  accidentally  pushed  a  chair 
from  under  a  lad  and  he  fell  and  hurt  himself. 
The  superintendent  came  up  .  .  .  and  I  was 
frightened.  But  she  said  to  him,  'If  you 
don't  mind,  I'll  handle  this.'  Later,  she  talked 
to  me,  lovingly,  kindly.  She  made  me  feel 
that  she  was  interested  in  me  not  as  an  in- 
corrigible student  but  as  a  human  being,  a 
boy,  her  own  boy  .  .  .  almost.  We  were 
such  friends.  And  the  inspiration  and  en- 
couragement and  idealism  I  received  from  her 
is  planted  deeper  in  my  soul  than  I  have 
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power  to  tell.  That  woman  is  Raechel 
Saunders. 

"So  while  I  pay  tribute  to  all  mothers  and 
motherhood,  I  pay  tribute  too  to  this  woman 
and  those  of  her  kind  who  are  second  moth- 
ers to  thousands  of  boys  and  girls  by  choice 
and  consent." 

It  seemed  a  long  time  before  she  dared  to 
move,  dared  look  about  her  because  of  the 
flush  in  her  cheeks  and  the  tears  in  her  eyes. 
When  she  did  the  meeting  was  practically 
over.  They  were  passing  out  the  flowers, 
the  last  song  was  being  sung.  She  arose  to 
go.  One  of  the  members  of  the  class  said, 
"You  should  have  some  flowers  too." 

But  she  shook  her  head,  thinking,  "I  have 
had  something  much  more  beautiful  than 
flowers.  A  moment,  another  memory  that 
no  one  can  ever  take  from  me." 


Dick  caught  her*  as  she  was  leaving,  said, 
"Oh,  it  seems  good  to  see  you.  You  haven't 
changed  at  all.  I've  thought  of  you  so  many 
times,  meant  to  see  you.  But  the  years  go 
so  fast.  .  .  " 

"I  know,"  she  assured  him,  "so  fast  .  .  . 
when  one  is  young." 

"You  will  always  be  young  .  .  .  because 
you  understand  the  heart  of  youth." 

She  pulled  her  gloves  on  swiftly,  not  look- 
ing at  him,  "Thank  you.  Thank  you  .  .  so 
much  .  .  for  everything.  .  .  " 

He  walked  out  with  her  and  they  paused 
for  a  moment  beside  the  lilac  bush.  Before 
she  realized  what  had  happened  he  had 
plucked  a  bloom  and  pinned  it  against  her 
shoulder.  Her  fingers  found  his  and  tight- 
ened there  in  wordlessness.  .  . 

"Her  own  boy  .  .  .  almost." 
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FROM  THE  DESK  OF  THE  GENERAL  SUPERINTENDENCY 


KEEP  IN  STEP 

Word  has  reached  us  that  some  of  the 
classes  in  the  Gospel  Doctrine  are  still  (Janu- 
ary 31 )  on  the  Book  of  Mormon — four  Sun- 
days behind  the  course. 

The  handicap  of  this  sort  of  thing  is  very 
great.  It  shows  a  disinclination  on  the  part 
of  teachers  to  follow  the  course  of  study 
provided  by  the  General  Board.  Then,  too, 
it  throws  the  stake  board  work  out,  for  when 
these  teachers  go  to  the  monthly  union  meet- 
ing, they  do  not  get  the  proper  co-ordination 
with  what  they  are  doing. 

Stake  board  workers  in  this  department 
should  set  such  teachers  right,  since,  if  this 
sort  of  thing  is  general,  the  Sunday  Schools 
must  inevitably  fall  back  to  an  unorganized 
condition,  where  each  school  is  "a  law  unto 
itself"  and  a  stake  organization  becomes 
either  unnecessary  or  inefficient. 

In  some  cases,  as  we  learn,  this  delay  in 
taking  up  the  new  course  of  study  is  brought 
on  by  the  habit  of  inviting  lecturers  to  the 
class.  This,  again,  is  hardly  in  harmony  with 
the  best  interests  of  its  members.  For  the 
purpose  of  a  class  recitation  is  to  discuss  the 
lesson.    The  best  class  is  the  one  which  has 


the  greatest  participation  under  the  direction 
of  a  competent  teacher. 
Let's  follow  the  plan. 

OUR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
CONVENTIONS 

Up  to  the  time  of  going  to  press,  Sunday 
School  Stake  Conventions  have  been  held  in 
29  out  of  128  stakes  of  Zion,  and  one  has  been 
held  in  Spokane,  Washington.  Good  at- 
tendance in  the  majority  of  the  conferences, 
and  a  fine  spirit  of  Sunday  School  work  in 
all,  have  characterized  the  meetings.  Two 
of  the  stakes — Bear  River  and  Malad — in 
spite  of  sickness,  long  distance,  and  bad 
weather,  came  to  the  convention  100%  of 
all  officers  and  teachers.  One  group  traveled 
ten  miles  in  a  bob  sled  to  catch  the  bus.  Other 
stakes  came  near  the  100%  mark. 

The  General  Board  has  a  real  message  for 
Sunday  School  workers,  and  many  hours  have 
been  spent  by  its  members  in  preparation.  It 
seems  not  too  much  to  expect  that  every 
officer  and  teacher  should  attend  these  An- 
nual Conventions  and  listen  to  the  suggestions 
offered  by  those  appointed  by  the  General 
Church  Authorities  to  direct  Sunday  School 
work.  Attendance  will  measure,  to  consider- 
able extent,  ones  interest  in  this  holy  cause. 


THREE  DANGERS 

There  are  at  least  three  dangers  that  threaten  the  Church  within,  and  the  au- 
thorities need  to  awaken  to  the  fact  that  people  should  be  warned  unceasingly 
against  them.    As  I  see  them,  they  are- 
Flattery  of  prominent  men  in  the  world. 
False  educational  ideas,  and 
Sexual  impurity. 

— Joseph  F.  Smith. 
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REVISED  SCHEDULE  OF  1940 
SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CONVENTIONS 

February  4:     Lehi. 

February  11:  Kolob,  North  Sanpete,  Twin 
Falls,  Weber  and  the  Los  Angeles  group: 
Inglewood,  Long  Beach,  South  Los  An- 
geles, Los  Angeles,  San  Fernando,  Pasa- 
dena, San  Bernardino. 

February  18:  Cottonwood,  Deseret,  Grant, 
Liberty,  Millard,  Minidoka,  North  Davis, 
North  Weber,  Oquirrh,  Timpanogos, 
Maricopa. 

February  25:  Alpine,  Benson,  Box  Elder, 
Cache,  Mt.  Graham,  Nampa,  Phoenix, 
Sharon,  Utah,  West  Jordan,  East  Jordan. 

March  3:    Portneuf. 

March  10:  Gunnison,  Highland,  Lyman, 
Ogden  (Monday),  Sevier,  Uintah,  North 
Idaho  Falls,  Granite. 

March  17:  Duchesne,  Franklin,  Moon  Lake, 
Kanab,  Pioneer,  Wells,  Woodruff,  Moapa. 

March  24:  Curlew,  Moroni,  Nevada,  Shel- 
ley, Oakland,  Panguitch,  Roosevelt,  Was- 
atch. 

March  31:  Beaver,  Idaho,  North  Sevier, 
Raft  River,  Snowflake,  South  Sanpete, 
South  Summit,  Summit,  Morgan. 

April  14:  Bannock,  Burley,  Cassia,  San  Juan, 
Union,  Yellowstone,  Young,  Zion  Park. 

April  21:  Chicago  Bear  Lake,  Blackfoot, 
Blaine,  Emery,  Montpelier,  New  York, 
Palmyra,  St.  George,  Seattle. 

April  28:  Carbon,  Gridley,  Lost  River,  Sac- 
ramento, St.  Joseph,  Santaquin-Tintic, 
Teton,  Weiser,  San  Luis,  Big  Horn. 

May  5:    Star  Valley. 

May  12:     St.  Johns. 

May  19:     Garfield,  Juarez,  San  Francisco, 

Tooele,  Rigby. 
May  26:     Rexburg,  Parowan,  South  Davis, 

South  Sevier,  Wayne,  Ensign. 

June  9:    Alberta. 
June  16:    Lethbridge. 
June  23:     Taylor. 


THE  JEWEL  OF  CONSISTENCY 

Not  long  ago  there  appeared  a  picture 
of  a  starving  family  in  an  Ohio  paper.  The 
father  was  smoking  a  cigarette! 

Bruce  Barton,  the  author  of  The  Man 
Nobody  Knows  and  The  Book  Nobody 
Knows,  recently  spoke  before  a  convention 
of  brewers,  and  told  them  "how  to  make  their 
advertising  more  effective." 

The  American  people,  in  1932,  a  depres- 
sion year,  spent  more  than  two  and  a  half 


billion  dollars  for  cigarettes  and  cigars  alone, 
but  only  two  billion  dollars  for  elementary 
and  secondary  education  and  three  billion 
dollars  for  clothing! 

In  Chicago  not  long  ago,  when  the  Feder- 
ation of  Churches  proposed  to  preach  on  a 
certain  Sunday  against  drinking  beer  and 
strong  drinks,  the  liquor  dealers  gave  out 
that  their  feelings  had  been  hurt!  "What," 
they  demanded,  "is  to  be  accomplished  by 
raising  this  voice  of  protest  from  the  pulpit?" 

An  article  in  the  Brewery  Worker  recent- 
ly complained  that,  in  a  local  option  vote  in 
a  certain  town,  only  about  seventy-five  per 
cent  of  the  citizens  voted  and  that  liquor 
was  thrown  out  by  only  a  majority  of  these. 
What  about  the  vote  by  which  the  anti- 
liquor  amendment  was  repealed? 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  OBJECTIVES 

In  a  certain  state,  some  years  aqo,  an  en- 
gineer called  on  the  governor.  He  wanted 
the  governor  to  recommend  that  the  legisla- 
ture give  him  money  to  rebuild  a  dam,  which 
he  had  made,  but  which  had  given  way  under 
pressure.  "The  dam  gave  way,  did  it?"  in- 
quired the  executive,  poing  at  once  to  the 
heart  of  the  matter.  "Yes — but  there  were 
these  defects!"  explained  the  engineer.  And 
he  went  into  details.  After  he  had  finished, 
the  governor  said  concisely,  "But  the  dam 
gave  way!"  Dams  should  not  give  way.  The 
man,  of  course,  did  not  get  the  money  for  a 
new  dam. 

That  is  always  the  test  nowadays.  Does 
it  stand  up  under  strain?  Really  it  is  an  old 
test  revived.  For  Jesus  said,  nearly  two 
thousand  years  ago,  "Ye  shall  know  them  by 
their  fruits." 

The  purpose  of  the  Sunday  School,  as  ev- 
eryone knows,  is  to  make  Latter-day  Saints. 
But  what  does  this  mean?  In  its  lowest  terms 
it  means  helping  its  members  to  become  so 
fixed  in  their  conviction  of  spiritual  truth  that 
they  can  stand  up  under  whatever  pressure 
may  come  from  without. 

Something  is  wrong  somewhere  when  a 
boy  or  a  girl  cheats  in  an  examination  in  re- 
ligion or  ethics.  Something  is  wrong  some- 
where when  a  boy  who  has  been  brought  up 
in  our  church  organizations,  but  who,  when 
he  becomes  a  bookkeeper  in  a  bank,  gets 
away  with  money  that  does  not  belong  to 
him.  _ 

The  dam  has  given  way! 

Whose  fault  is  it?  .    :: 

And  then,  on  the  other  hand,  something  is 
just  right  somewhere  when  a  young  fellow, 
after  a  financial  reverse,  picks  himself  up 
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again  and  sets  to  work  to  regain  his  losses. 
Something  is  right  somewhere  when  a  young 
woman  maintains  her  standard  in  spite  of  ad- 
verse conditions. 

It  is  because  the  dam  has  stood  the  strain. 

To  somebody  credit  is  due. 

The  Sunday  School  is  largely  what  we 
make  it.  What  kind  of  material  are  we  put- 
ting into  it?  What  intelligence?  What  guid- 
ance? What  energy  and  enthusiasm?  Are 
we  getting  our  message  over,  so  that  it  be- 


comes  ingrained   in  the   vital   fiber  of   our 
youth? 

"By  their  fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

What  kind  of  lives  do  our  graduates  live 
after  they  leave  us?  That  is  the  crucial  ques- 
tion. To  be  sure,  the  Sunday  School  is  not 
the  only  influence  that  goes  into  the  making 
of  our  boys  and  girls,  but  it  should  be  pow- 
erful. 

We  must  see  to  it  that  the  dam  does  not 
give  way! 
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SACRAMENT  GEM  FOR  MAY,  1940 
(Deseret  S.  S.  Songs,  No.  45,  Stanza  2) 

Purify  our  hearts,  our  Savior, 
Let  us  go  not  far  astray, 

That  we  may  be  counted  worthy 
Of  Thy  Spirit,  day  by  day. 
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Albert  Hamer  Reiser,  General  Secretary 


SECRETARIES'  RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION  NEGLECTED 

Observers  of  some  Sunday  Schools  report 
the  religious  training  of  secretaries  is  com- 
monly neglected.  It  is  explained  that  the 
secretaries  are  usually  called  into  service 
before  they  have  completed  courses  of  study 
in  Sunday  School  and  that  their  duties  kept 
them  so  occupied  during  the  class  period  that 
they  cannot  attend  a  class  regularly. 

A  critical  check-up  on  the  work  of  the  sec- 
retary will  show  how  much  time  may  be  avail- 
able to  be  spent  in  a  class.  The  roll  books 
can  be  distributed  to  the  teacher  or  class 
secretary  at  prayer  meeting  or  before  the  Sun- 
day School  starts.  Entries  can  be  made  in 
the  minute  book  as  the  exercises  are  presented 
during  the  opening  session.  By  making  defi- 
nite arrangement  with  the  ushers,  the  actual 
count  of  members  of  persons  present  in  Sun- 
day School  each  Sundav  can  be  made  by  the 
usher.  They  can  also  count  the  numbers 
tardy  and  make  a  written  report  or  memor- 
andum for  the  secretary  Sunday  morning. 

As  a  rule  it  is  advisable  to  have  the  roll 
books  marked  silently  by  the  teacher  or  the 
secretary  of  the  class  while  the  class  is  in  the 
opening  exercises.  In  a  moment  or  two  at 
the  beginning  of  the  class  period  the  rolls  can 
be  rechecked  to  make  sure  that  every  one 
present  is  properly  acccounted  for.  Within 
ten  minutes  after  the  class  period  starts  the 
roll  books  can  be  gathered  up  by  the  secretary 
or  his  assistant. 


At  this  point  the  temptation  is  presented 
to  the  secretary  to  go  to  work  immediately 
checking  the  rolls  and  class  statistics  in  order 
to  complete  the  minutes  before  the  classes 
reassemble.  The  time  thus  spent  is  time  sec- 
1  retaries  might  spend  in  the  class  learning  the 
gospel.  If  the  secretary  goes  to  class  he 
must  check  over  the  rolls  and  verify  them 
and  make  up  the  statistical  section  in  the  min- 
ute book  and  the  monthly  report  column  for 
the  Sunday,  after  the  school  is  adjourned. 

Some  secretaries  remain  for  15  or  20  min- 
utes after  the  dismissal  of  Sunday  School  to 
do  this  work.  Others  have  a  regular  time 
for  this  work  on  Sunday  afternoon.  The  im- 
portant thing  is  to  adopt  a  systematic,  regu- 
lar method  of  getting  this  work  done  prompt- 
ly. It  is  advisable  to  finish  up  the  record 
within  the  day  and  to  avoid  by  all  possible 
means  delays  which  make  the  work  harder 
and  the  results  far  less  satisfactory. 

It  is  far  better  to  make  up  rolls  and  min- 
utes while  the  session  is  still  fresh  in  the 
minds  of  the  secretaries. 

Secretaries  are  urged  to  develop  a  con- 
venient and  efficient  system  for  getting  their 
work  done  and  to  form  regular  habits  of 
working  systematically  and  promptly.  They 
are  also  urged  to  avail  themselves  of  oppor- 
tunities to  learn  the  gospel.  These  oppor- 
tunities may  be  fewer  and  fewer  as  the  indi- 
vidual grows  older  and  responsibilities  in- 
crease. 

By  right  planning  the  secretary  can  do  his 
work  well  and  at  the  same  time  have  the 
benefit  of  first  class  instruction  in  the  gospel. 


THE  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  AT  THE  B.  Y.  U. 
LEADERSHIP  WEEK 


The  Sunday  School  Union  had  the  privi- 
lege of  directing  topics  in  five  fifty-minute 
periods  at  the  Brigham  Young  University 
during  the  week  of  January  22nd.  While  the 
attendance  in  our  room  was  light,  yet  those 
present  were  earnest  Sunday  School  work- 
ers making  up  in  interest  and  intelligence 
what  they  lacked  in  numbers.  General  Board 
members  treated  the  subjects  assigned  as 
follows  : 

22nd — "Objectives  and  Outcomes  of 
Sunday  School  Work,"  Secretary  A.  Hamer 
Reiser. 


23rd— "Junior  Sunday  Schools,"  Elder 
Junius  R.  Tribe. 

24th — "Sunday  School  Enlistment,"  Dr. 
M.  Lynn  Bennion. 

25th — "Music  in  the  Sunday  School," 
Prof.  Tracy  Y.  Cannon. 

26th — "Sunday  School  Opening  Exer- 
cises," Dr.  Thomas  L.  Martin. 

Our  thanks  go  to  Acting  President, 
Christen  Jensen,  Dr.  Seth  T.  Shaw  for  per- 
mitting the  Sunday  Schools  to  have  a  part 
in  this  great  Leadership  Conference. 
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General  Board  Committee:    Albert  Hamer  Reiser,  Chairman;  T.  Albert  Hooper,  Wendell  J.  Ashton 


"ONE  WHO  WAS  VALIANT" 

(For  sale  at  the  Deseret  Book  Co.,  Salt  Lake 
City) 

It  is  significant  that,  shortly  after  the  pub- 
lication of  a  work  of  fiction  in  which  Brigham 
Young  is  portrayed  as  profane  and  murder- 
ous, this  book  about  him  should  be  published 
by  his  daughter,  Clarissa  Young  Spencer, 
which  presents  him  as  a  father  and  a  lover 
of  home.    Mabel  Harmer  is  co-author. 

Perhaps  the  great  Pioneer  is  without  a 
peer  as  a  founder  of  a  commonwealth,  an  or- 
ganizer, an  industrialist  on  the  great  and 
changing  American  frontier.  He  was  also  one 
of  the  outstanding  religionists  in  the  nation. 
But,  when  everything  is  said  and  done,  it  is 
as  a  man  that  he  should  be  remembered.  Cer- 
tainly it  was  as  a  husband  and  father  that  his 
own  large  family  knew  him,  not  as  a  great 
leader  of  men.  And  this  aspect  should  endear 
him  to  the  people  whom  he  served  so  de- 
votedly. 

One  Who  Was  Valian  is  not  a  large  book, 
as  biographies  go — 280  pages,  including  the 
brief  index.  In  all  there  are  thirteen  chapters. 
Of  these  by  far  the  best  are  those  on  the  home 
life  of  President  Young,  the  Beehive  House, 
Father's  Wives,  The  Theatre,  and  Social  Af- 


fairs, and  they  are  the  best  because,  for  the 
most  part,  they  are  the  result  of  personal  ex- 
Deriences  on  the  part  of  Mrs.  Spencer.  What 
3righam  Young  ate,  what  visitors  he  had, 
low  he  managed  his  extensive  household,  his 
habits  of  work  and  play — these  are  intimate 
particulars  which  we  should  never  have 
known  but  for  what  such  a  daughter  as  Mrs. 
Spencer  says  about  him.  Of  the  Indians  of 
the  period,  the  Utah  War,  Early-day  Com- 
munications, Manufacturing,  and  Empire 
Building — other  chapters  in  the  book — many 
writers  have  given  in  greater  detail.  But 
none  has  been  able  to  do  the  job  which 
is  done  here,  and  done  with  grace,  charity, 
and  interest.    This  is  its  supreme  value. 

Brigham  Young  had  nineteen  wives.  But 
when  one  of  them  was  to  have  a  baby,  he  left 
a  celebration  in  Brighton  Resort  to  be  with 
her.  He  had  an  orchard  back  of  the  Beehive, 
which  he  used  to  visit  in  blossom  and  bearing 
season,  because  he  loved  trees  and  flowers. 
And  once  when  one  of  his  daughters  missed 
a  beautiful  sash,  which  she  had  just  laid  out 
on  the  bed  ready  to  put  on  for  a  party,  the 
father  hunts  it  up  for  her  and  puts  it  into  her 
hands. 

The  book  is  full  of  such  intimate  particu- 
lars.   It  should  have  a  large  sale. 


(Bool 


Rapt  in  reverent  revery,  I  scan 

The  familiar  titles  one  by  one; 
Fancy  sweeps  over  Time's  lengthening  span, 

I  meet  again  rarest  friends  I  have  won. 

I  look  at  the  covers,  the  new  and  old, 

With  the  miser's  keen,  idolatrous  eye; 

I  recount  the  Soul's  fine  gold  they  enfold, 

Of  more  worth  than  the  miser's  gold  can  buy. 

I  recall  the  wits,  poets  and  sages 

With  whom  I  dream  and  think  and  laugh  and  live; 
By  the  lilt  and  the  pith  of  their  pages 

I  relive  the  truth  and  mirth  they  give. 

— Nephi  Jensen. 
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COISTEMiORGANIW 


General  Board  Committee:     Tracy  Y.  Cannon,  Chairman;  P.  Melvin  Petersen,  Vice-Chairman; 
George  H.  Durham,  Gerrit  de  Jong  and  Wallace  F.  Bennett 


Songs  to  be  studied  in  the  April  Union 
Meeting  and  practiced  in  the  Sunday 
Schools  during  the  month  of  May: 

No.  118,  "Do  What  Is  Right." 

No.  76,  "O  Say,  What  Is  Truth?" 

Text: 

George  D.  Pyper,  Stories  of  Latter-day 
Saint  Hymns, 

The  following  brief  amount  of  material, 
quoted  from  The  New  Encyclopedia  of  Mu- 
sic and  Musicians,  by  Pratt,  may  be  used  as 
supplementary  material  for  the  discussion  to 
be  conducted  in  the  music  department  of  the 
Union  Meeting: 

"The  treasures  of  hymn  literature  have 
been  interchanged  in  the  various  countries 
involved  by  means  of  translations,  para- 
phrases and  imitations,  so  that  hymnody  now 
has  a  singularly  cosmopolitan  character,  be- 
sides forming  a  majestic  demonstration  of 
essential  unity  of  spirit  and  sentiment  be- 
tween all  Christian  communities.  Through 
missionary  enterprise  it  has  been  spread  into 
all  corners  of  the  world,  constantly  tending 
to  arouse  independent  production  in  all 
languages." 

"Protestantism  tended  from  the  first  to 
adopt  existing  folk-songs  and  similar  melo- 
dies for  both  hymns  and  versified  Psalms, 
and  the  musical  type  thus  established  has 
continued  ever  since.  But  various  changes  in 
form  and  treatment  have  occurred  in  each 
of  the  most  active  of  the  branches  of  Prot- 
estantism. In  both  Lutheran  and  Reformed 
usage  the  early  melodies  were  varied  in 
rhythmical  and  metrical  structure,  adapted 
to  a  considerable  range  of  verse-forms.  But 
in  the  17th  century  a  tendency  set  in  to  re- 
duce melodies  to  an  even-noted  monotony, 
which  then  came  to  be  thought  standard  for 
both  the  German  chorale  and  the  English 
Psalm-tune.  At  various  times  and  in  diverse 
ways  reactions  have  set  in  that  have  reassert- 
ed the  folk-song  freedom  and  vivacity. 
Among  these  the  highly-wrought  part-song 
tunes  of  the  Anglican  Church  in  the  19th 
century  are  particularly  notable,  while  the 
crude  songs  of  early  Methodism  and  the 
evangelistic  melodies  attached  to  evangelis- 
tic verses  like  the  American  'Gospel  hymns' 
represent  another  grade  of  reaction." 


DO  WHAT  IS  RIGHT 

Neither  the  words  nor  the  music  of  the 
hymn  "Do  What  Is  Right"  are  of  Latter- 
day  Saint  origin.  In  a  certain  sense  it  is  not 
even  a  sacred  hymn.  Nevertheless,  it  brings 
a  definite  message  of  encouragement  and 
hope  to  those  who  have  determined  to  do 
what  is  right.  This  message  is  easy  to  un- 
derstand and  usually  leaves  behind  a  thor- 
ough conviction  that  the  moral  order  will 
eventually  triumph.  This  hymn  preaches  a 
philosophy  that  quickly  and  surely  strikes 
a  responsive  chord  in  the  hearts  of  all  those 
who  have  come  under  the  influence  of  the 
true  spirit  of  Mormonism  and  who  have  rec- 
ognized the  stimulus  and  joyfulness  of  its 
genius.  Straight-forward,  absolutely  con- 
vincing, "Do  What  Is  Right"  has  repeatedly 
brought  new  courage  and  help  to  hundreds 
who  had  reason  to  feel  downcast  or  de- 
spondent. 

It  is  extremely  interesting  to  note  in  our 
text  how  this  hymn  found  its  way  into  the 
Latter-day  Saints'  hymn  book  (page  85). 

All  the  good  done  by  this  hymn  has  been 
accomplished  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  to  date 
a  song-tune  popular  over  a  hundred  years 
ago  serves  as  its  musical  setting.  Compare 
also  the  new  musical  setting  for  this  hymn 
by  Elder  Tracy  Y.  Cannon,  which  was  pub- 
lished for  the  first  time  in  the  Instructor  for 
January  of  last  year. 

O  SAY,  WHAT  IS  TRUTH? 

"What  is  truth?"  This  is  probably  recog- 
nized as  the  most  profound  question  to  which 
the  human  mind  has  sought  a  satisfying  an- 
swer. It  is  as  old  as  intelligent  man  himself. 
Great  historical  characters  and  outstanding 
philosophers  found  their  thinking  challenged 
by  this  question.  All  religious  movements 
have  tried  diligently  to  find  its  answer.  In 
Mormondom  sooner  or  later  some  one  was 
to  appear  who  would  try  to  respond  to  this 
provocative  query  in  a  way  that  would  har- 
monize with  the  precepts  and  light  of  the 
Restored  Gospel.  {Compare  also  the  defini- 
tion of  truth  as  given  by  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith  and  recorded  in  the  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  Section  93.) 


( Continued  on  page   114) 
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MEETINGS 


General  Board  Committee:    John  T.  Wahlquist,  Chairman;  James  L.  Barker,  Vice-Chairman 
Frank  K.  Seegmiller,  Albert  Hamer  Reiser,  M.  Lynn  Bennion  and  Earl  J.  Glade 


Theme  For  1940: 

THE  PARABLES  OF  OUR  SAVIOR 

IV.  The  Tares  and  the  Wheat. 
Matthew     13:24-30,37-43.     (Use     King 
James'  Version.) 

Procedure: 

1.  Read  aloud  the  parable  as  cited.  The 
reader  should  be  especially  well  prepared. 

2.  See  the  December,  1939,  issue  of  the 
Instructor  for  detailed  suggestions  regard- 
ing the  treatment  of  the  parables.  The  speak- 
er should  ( 1 )  read  and  study  the  parable  as 
a  whole,  (2)  learn  the  conditions  under 
which  it  was  given  (see  Matthew  13:1-2), 

(3)  note  the  purpose  behind  the  parable, 

(4)  the  principle  conveyed,  and  (5)  its  ap- 
plication in  the  twentieth  century  living. 

Why  doesn't  the  sower  go  out  and  gather 
up  the  tares?  Why  doesn't  the  Lord  destroy 
the  wicked?  Should  the  wicked  have  a 
chance  to  repent?  Even  though  the  "rain" 
falls  on  the  just  and  unjust  in  this  life,  will 
the  good  life  be  rewarded?  The  evil  life  pun- 
ished? Explain:  "He  that  hath  ears  let  him 
hear." 

How  are  Sunday  School  workers  to  be 
numbered?  Does  Sunday  School  work  serve 
as  an  anchorage  against  evil?  Illustrate: 
Smoking,  fault-finding,  amusements,  etc. 

Can  "tares"  become  "wheat?"     What  is 


the  Christian  hope?  Should  we  pass  judg- 
ment upon  our  fellow  men?  Should  we  give 
up  working  with  them? 

The  speaker  will  think  of  local  applica- 
tions. 

3.  Sing  No.  159,  'Til  Serve  the  Lord  While 
I  Am  Young,"  or  sing  No.  292,  "God  Moves 
in  a  Mysterious  Way."  Note  the  last  verse: 

"Blind  unbelief  is  sure  to  err, 
And  scan  His  work  in  vain, 
God  is  His  own  interpreter, 
And  He  will  make  it  plain."  . 

Time  Limit:  Twenty  Minutes 
Departmental  Session: 

Do  not  forget  that  the  departmental  ses- 
sion is  purposely  lengthened  at  the  request 
of  the  teachers  throughout  the  Church.  The 
supervisors  should  prepare  to  review  the 
lessons  for  the  next  month.  It  is  urged  that 
the  teachers  be  given  definite  assignments 
either  segments  of  lessons  to  elaborate  or 
complete  lessons  to  demonstrate.  Every 
teacher  should  leave  every  department  feel- 
ing better  qualified  to  teach  the  lesson  and 
fully  recompensed  for  attending  Union 
Meeting.  Supervisors  should  remember  that 
effective  teaching  (even  departmental  ses- 
sions in  Union  Meetings )  is  the  direction  of 
activities  of  the  pupils  (even  the  activities 
of  the  teachers  of  the  Sabbath  Schools). 


CHORISTERS  and  ORGANISTS 


( Continued  from  page  111) 


This  is  just  what  the  English  convert  John 
Jaques  did  while  engaged  in  missionary  la- 
bors in  his  native  land.  And  one  of  his  own 
converts,  Ellen  Knowles  Melling,  made  her 
contribution  to  the  newly  espoused  cause,  by 
furnishing  the  musical  setting  for  Brother 
Jaques'  poem. 

It   is  hoped   that  the  study  of  this  hymn 


will  lead  all  Sunday  School  musicians  to  be- 
come better  acquainted  with  the  interesting 
life,  labors  and  thinking  of  John  Jaques,  who 
served  during  the  last  seventeen  years  of 
his  life  as  an  Assistant  Church  Historian. 
(For  more  details  of  a  biographical  nature 
Jenson's  Biographical  Encyclopedia  should 
be  consulted.) 


"Only  those  who  have  the  patience  to  do  simple  things  per- 
fectly will  acquire  the  skill  to  do  difficult  things  easily." 

— Schiller. 
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Subject:     DOCTRINE  AND  COVENANTS  IN  ITS  HISTORICAL  SETTING 
For  Members  of  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  and  Men  and  Women  Over  20  Years  of  Age, 

Not  Otherwise  Assigned. 
General  Board  Committee:     Herbert  B.  Maw,  Gerrit  de  Jong,  William  M.  McKay. 


LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 

Note: 

These  three  lessons  for  May,  with  one  to 
follow  in  June,  ends  Unit  Two  of  this  course. 
These  are  preparatory  in  their  nature.  Les- 
son 16  shows  how,  when  they  were  needed, 
men  were  provided  to  help  the  prophet  of 
the  new  dispensation;  Lesson  17,  that  a  res- 
toration of  priesthood  was  necessary  before 
an  organization  of  the  Church  could  properly 
be  effected;  and  Lesson  18,  that  the  ways 
of  men  are  sometimes  not  the  ways  of  God 
at  all.  These  are  three  very  important  les- 
sons. 


THE  PROPHETS  EARLY  HELPERS 
Lesson  16*     For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Objective: 

God's  work  on  earth  must  necessarily  be 
done  through  human  beings,  who  must  do 
their  best  to  become  proper  instruments  of 
the  divine  will. 

No  mere  man  is  perfect.  Jesus  was  the 
only  perfect  being  this  earth  has  ever  known. 
What  is  necessary  on  the  part  of  those  who 
are  chosen  to  help  in  the  work  of  God,  there- 
fore, is  to  see  that  there  are  no  selfish  ends 
to  be  served,  that  there  be  devotion  to  God 
and  the  welfare  of  others. 

Specifically,  the  persons  mentioned  in  this 
lesson  as  helpers  to  the  Prophet,  while  not 
perfect,  did  their  best  under  the  circumstances 
to  further  the  divine  purpose.  It  is  because 
of  this  that  we  remember  them. 

Outline  of  Material: 

I.  Joseph's  Own  Family. 

a.  The  parents. 

b.  The  brothers  and  sisters. 

c.  Their  general  attitude  towards  him. 
II.  Martin  Harris: 

a.  Who  he  was. 

b.  How  he  learned  of  Joseph's  mission. 

c.  His  services  (limit  to  this  lesson). 
HI.  Oliver  Cowdery: 

a.  Who  he  was. 

b.  How  he  came  to  know  the  Smiths. 

c.  His  relation  to  the  Prophet. 


IV.  Joseph  Knight: 

a.  Who  he  was. 

b.  How  he  came  to  know  Joseph. 

c.  His  services  to  the  Prophet. 
V.  The  Whitmers: 

a.  Something  about  them. 

b.  Their  services  to  Joseph. 

c.  Joseph's  own  story. 
VI.  Man  and  the  Cause: 

a.  Relative  importance  of  each. 

b.  What  became  of  the  men. 

c.  What  became  of  the  Cause. 

References  and  Readings: 

The  Manual,  Lesson  16;  the  references 
cited  in  the  footnotes  to  the  lesson;  William 
Smith's  Story,  in  The  Instructor  for  January, 
1940,  which  gives  the  atmosphere  of  tne 
Smith  home  during  these  early  years.  The 
various  items  should  be  pointed  out  and 
amplified  to  the  class.  See,  also,  the  article 
on  Ramah'and  Cumorah,  in  the  same  issue 
of  The  Instructor. 

Enrichment  Material: 

It  should  not  be  difficult  to  get  the  neces- 
sary material  for  this  lesson,  nor  to  have  it 
presented  to  the  class. 

There  is,  for  instance,  the  material  about 
the  men  involved.  Jenson's  Biographical  En- 
cyclopedia, Volume  I,  affords  matter  about 
each  of  the  men  named  here.  The  picture  of 
these  men  can  be  made  very  clear.  If  you 
have  photographs  of  them,  or  any  of  the 
class  has,  they  should  be  shown.  No  likeness 
of  Joseph  Smith,  Sr.,  of  Joseph  Knight,  or 
Peter  Whitmer,  is  available.  Then  there  is 
the  relation  of  the  men  to  the  appearance 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon.  What  were  the 
virtues,  the  good  qualities,  of  these  men,  that 
they  should  be  chosen  as  helpers  to  the 
Prophet? 

It  is  strange  that  these  men,  having  per- 
formed their  specific  service  to  the  Cause, 
should  have  passed  out  of  the  picture. 

Application: 

This  lesson  furnishes  an  opportunity  for 
self-examination.  What  are  our  faults  of 
character?  How  do  these  act  in  our  lives? 
To  what  extent,  and  in  what  ways,  do  they 
interfere  with  our  progress?  What  is  our 
outstanding  virtue,  if  any,  the  quality  for 
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which  we  are  serviceable  to  ourselves  and  and  the  reason  for  priesthood,  particularly 

others?     Are  we  developing  this  quality  so  verse  7. 

as  to  make  the  most  of  it  in  our  community?  _     ,  ,           __       .  , 

Enrichment  Material: 

The  Church,  properly  constituted,  is  not 

RESTORATION  OF  THE  PRIESTHOOD  l7™^ltt™£io^^&l 

r            1TT7C.1        *■■       in   mAi\  tne  priesthood,  or  the  authority  to  perform 

Lesson  17.    For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940  its  rites  and  ceremonies  should  come  from 

r             A             ,  God.    This  should  go  without  saying. 

Lesson  Approach:  Whoever,  in  the  Church  of  Christ  now  on 

It  is  probably  true  that  the  Restoration  of  eartn,  holds  the  priesthood,  derives  it  from 

the  Church  of  Christ  through  Joseph  Smith  jesus  through  (a)  the  ancient  Apostles,  Peter 

was  the  outstanding  religious  event  in  nine-  and  James  and  John,  who  were  ordained  by 

teen  hundred  years.     But  priesthood,  or  the  him,    (b)    through  Joseph  Smith,   who  was 

authority  to  act  for  God,  is  the  essential  part  ordained  by  them,  and  (c)  through  the  men 

of  the  Church.    It  is  antecedent  to  any  action  who  received  their  priesthood  directly  or  in- 

on  the  part  of  man  designed  to  represent  the  directly  through  Joseph  Smith.    The  line  is 

Deity.     That  is  how  important  the  subject  exceedingly  short  in  our  Church  as  compared 

of  this  lesson  is.  with  that  in  other  Christian  churches. 

Why,   then,   is   priesthood   so   essential?  It  is  clear,  then,  that  priesthood  is  sacred 

This  idea  should  somehow  be  got  over  to  the  with  us.     Priesthood,  says  President  Joseph 

class,  both  women  and  men.     For  without  F.  Smith  "is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the 

priesthood  neither  could  be  saved.  power  of  God  delegated  to  man  by  which 

man  can  act  in  the  earth  for  the  salvation 

Objective:  of  the  human  family,  in  the  name  of  the 

Priesthood  is  necessary  to  men  on  earth,  Father  and  the  Son  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 

because  it  is  the  power  by  which  this  world  act  legitimately;  not  assuming  that  authority, 

is  connected  with  the  next  world.  not  borrowing  it  from  generations  that  are 

dead  and  gone,  but  authority  that  has  been 

Priesthood,  of  course,  does  more  than  that,  given  to  us  in  this  day  in  which  we  live  by 

It  is  (a)  the  means  by  which,  in  the  main,  angels  and  spirits  from  above,  direct  from  the 

man  receives  divine  guidance  through  the  presence  of  Almighty  God,"    (Gospel  Doc- 

Church,  (b)  the  authority  to  perform  ordi-  trine,  p.  173.) 

nances  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  but  (c)  it  "There  appears  to  be,  among  some  of  our 

is  the  power,  as  stated  in  the  objective,  by  people,  an  inadequate  conception  of  the  sanc- 

which  "contracts"  are  made  binding  in  the  tity  attending  certain  of  the  ordinances  of  the 

two  worlds.  holy  priesthood.    True,  the  ministrations  of 

For  example:  marriage  is  fundamental  to  tnose  in  authority  amongst  us  are  not  at- 

man's  happiness,  as  necessary  in  the  future  tended  with  the  pomp  and  worldly  ceremony 

world  as  in  this.    But  no  marriage  agreement  that   characterizes   the   procedure   in   other 

is  binding  in  the  next  life  unless  it  has  been  churches,   so-called,   but   the  fact  that  the 

performed    by    the    proper    authority— the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints 

priesthood.  *s  *n  possession  of  the  priesthood  is  sufficient 

How  does  it  come  about  that  marriages  to  m&e  any  and  every  ordinance  adminis- 

are  performed,  even  in  the  Christian  churches,  tered  °y  due  authority  within  the  Church 

for  time  only?    Why  do  Christians  generally  an  event  of  supreme  importance."    {Gospel 

believe  that  there  are  no  marriage  relations  Doctrine,  p.  177.) 

in  the  next  life?  Application: 

The  clear  practical  lesson  here  is  ( a )  that 

References  and  Readings:  all  the  members  of  the  class,  women  as  well 

The  Manual,  lesson  17;  also  the  citations  as  men,  should  be  embued  with  the  sanctity 

given  there.    The  story  of  the  restoration  of  of  priesthood,   (b)    that  the  men  who  hold 

the  priesthood  in  our  time  is  given  in  the  it  should  endeavor  to  surround  the  ordinances 

History  of  the  Church  ( Documentary ),  Vol-  under  the  priesthood  with  an  atmosphere  of 

ume  I,  pp.  39  and  following,  Chapter  V.  sacredness,  and  (c)  that  they  should  try  to 

Read  also  the  footnotes.     Section  2,  of  the  order  their  lives  in  every  detail  so  as  not  to 

Doctrine  and  Covenants,  speaks  of  the  res-  bring  reproach  on  the  priesthood  which  they 

toration  of  the  priesthood  of  salvation  for  the  hold. 

dead,  and  section  13  tells  of  how  the  Aaronic  It  may  be  that  the  wide  distribution  of 

priesthood  was  bestowed  on  Joseph  and  Oli-  priesthood  among  us  works  against  its  sac- 

ver.    In  section  132  the  teacher  will  find  the  redness  in  our  minds.    This,  however,  should 

nature  of  the  marriage  contract  in  our  Church  not  be.    On  the  contrary,  this  fact  should  spur 
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us  on  to  higher  living,  so  that  our  actions 
will  be  consistent  with  our  claims.  Sim- 
plicity in  an  ordinance  is  always  a  point  in 
its  favor. 


THE  LOST  MANUSCRIPT 

Lesson  18.    For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Note: 

This  lesson  shows  two  things:  first  the 
necessity  of  observing  the  commandments  of 
God  strictly,  without  too  much  importunity, 
and,  second,  the  great  frankness  and  honesty 
of  Joseph  Smith  in  setting  down  the  details 
of  his  weakness  and  sin,  when,  as  a  matter  of 
fact,  he  might  have  said  nothing  about  it, 
since  no  one  but  Martin  Harris  was  fully 
aware  of  these  details. 

It  was  largely  this  quality  of  candor  that 
paved  the  way  for  an  acceptance  of  his 
prophetic  claims  by  others. 

Objective: 

When  we  are  sure  that  the  Lord  speaks, 
the  only  thing  for  us  to  do  is  to  obey  unques- 
tioningly. 

This  case,  of  course,  is  unusual.  It  oc- 
curs but  once  in  a  generation,  even  in  any- 
thing like  this  form.  But  in  outcome  and 
significance  it  happens  often  in  a  single  life- 
time. It  is  a  fearful  thing  to  disobey,  or  vex, 
God  in  matters  of  a  special  work  or  mission, 
as  Joseph  and  Martin  found  out  to  their  sor- 
row. The  Prophet  learned  a  bitter  lesson 
here. 

Outline  of  Material: 

I.  Martin  Harris. 

a.  Details  of  his  life  up  to  this  time. 

b.  His  connection  with  Joseph. 
II.  Harris  and  the  Scholars. 

a.  Harris's  skepticisms — reason  for. 

b.  His  trip  to  New  York. 

c.  Experience  with  Prof.  Anthon. 

d.  Anthon's  account. 

III.  Harris  and  the  Manuscript. 

a.  The  116  pages  of  translation. 

b.  Martin's  desire  and  request — reason 
for. 

c.  Answer  through  Joseph. 

d.  The  manuscript  lost. 

IV.  A  Dilemma. 

a.  Question  in  Joseph's  mind. 

b.  The  Lord's  answer. 

c.  Fortune  of  the  lost  manuscript. 

References  and  Readings: 

The  Manual,  Lesson  18,  gives  the  material 
in  brief;  Documentary  History  of  the  Church, 
Vol.  I,  pp.  19-27,  which  includes  Harris's 
account  and  also,  in  part,  Anthon's  statement; 


Doctrine  and  Covenants,  sections  3  and  10, 
which  gives  God's  point  of  view  of  the  inci- 
dent and  the  proper  course  to  follow  in  re- 
placing the  material;  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
Commentary,  under  these  sections,  will  prove 
helpful  in  suggestions;  One  Hundred  Years 
of  Mormonism  ( Evans )  gives  the  incident  in 
detail,  with  comments. 

Enrichment  Material: 

The  teacher  will  find  this  incident  bristling 
with  problems  that  have  a  direct  bearing  on 
human  life  in  its  relation  to  the  work  of  the 
Lord. 

First,  there  is  the  question  of  foreknowl- 
edge and  human  free  agency.  The  Lord  evi- 
dently knew  what  Harris  would  do  in  this 
situation,  for  he  provided  a  means  by  which 
his  error  might  be  corrected.  This  was  cen- 
turies before  it  occurred.  Why  did  not  He 
prevent  Harris?  Because  of  the  principle  of 
human  free  agency,  which  is  inviolable  even 
by  the  divine  power. 

Second,  there  is  the  principle  of  importun- 
ity before  God.  Jesus  anciently  commended 
the  man  who  persisted  in  importuning  the 
judge,  and  seems  to  imply  that  we  should 
exhibit  the  same  persistance  in  importuning 
the  Lord.  ( See  Luke  11:8.)  What  was  there 
in  Martin  Harris's  importunity  that  made  it 
unacceptable,  and  the  man's  to  the  judge  ac- 
ceptable, at  least  to  Jesus?  Why  should 
Joseph,  too,  have  been  punished?  What  was 
Harris's  punishment?  (Be  careful!)  Was 
Harris's  punishment  natural  or  artificial? 
What  was  Joseph's?  Natural  or  artificial? 
How  would  we  punish  children  who  did  this 
sort  of  thing?  Would  that  punishment  be 
natural  or  not?  Does  this  incident  hold  any 
clue  to  what  we  should  mete  out  as  punish- 
ment?   If  so,  what? 

Third,  there  is  the  matter  of  spiritual  gifts 
to  individuals.  Was  Joseph's  power  of  seer- 
ship  inborn  or  acquired?  What  does  the 
revelation  mean  when  it  speaks  of  this  as  a 
"gift,"  which  might  in  certain  contingencies 
be  taken  away  from  him?  In  the  loss,  for  a 
time,  of  the  sacred  book  and  the  urim  and 
thummim,  did  the  "gift"  go  with  them? 
Study  the  revelation  (section  3)  carefully. 

Fourth,  there  is  the  problem  of  human 
scholarship  as  contrasted  with  the  problem 
of  faith.  How  was  it  that  a  youth  without 
any  knowledge  of  ancient  languages  was  able 
to  translate  the  golden  book?  How  far  could 
Prof.  Anthon  or  Dr.  Mitchell  have  got  in  this 
work?  We  must  remember  that  very  little 
was  known  then  of  Egyptology.  Yet  scholar- 
ship should  be  able  in  this  field  to  do  some- 
thing— if  the  language  was  known!  Even  so, 
how  could  we  be  certain  that  the  intention  of 
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the  author  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  had  been 
given?  As  it  was,  the  Voice  of  the  Lord  bore 
record  to  the  Witnesses  that  the  "translation 
was  correct." 

Finally,  there  is  the  education  of  Joseph 
Smith.  Could  the  Lord  have  forced  that  edu- 
cation, as  naturalists  sometimes  force  the 
growth  and  maturity  of  a  plant?  If  so,  how 
could  he  have  done  so  and  with  what  results? 
Why  did  he  not  do  so?  How  did  Joseph  learn 
obedience?  ( In  this  connection  see  Hebrews 
5:8.)  What  would  have  been  the  outcome 
if  the  Prophet  had  been  told  everything? 

It  would  probably  be  more  important  to 
discuss  the  implications  of  this  incident  than 
to  spend  much  time  on  the  incident  itself. 

"There  is  no  power  given  to  man,  nor 
means  lawful  to  be  used,  to  compel  men  to 
obey  the  will  of  God,  against  their  wish,  ex- 
cept persuasion  and  good  advise,  but  there  is 
a  penalty  attached  to  disobedience,  which  all 
must  suffer  who  will  not  obey  the  obvious 
truths  or  laws  of  heaven." — Joseph  F.  Smith, 
Gospel  Doctrine,  p.  129. 


GOSPEL  DOCTRINE  UNION  MEETING 

One  of  the  three  lessons  presented  for  this 
month  should  be  taken  for  the  May  Union 
Meeting.  The  lesson  on  the  "Lost  Manu- 
script" would  lend  itself  to  such  a  meeting, 
since  it  is  carefully  worked  out,  but  care 
must  be  taken  not  to  spend  the  time  on  the 
incident  of  the  lost  papers,  but  rather  on  the 
problems  suggested  by  the  material  presented 
here.  However,  if  a  more  important  lesson 
is  desired,  then  the  one  on  priesthood  should 
be  taken.  One  can  scarcely  think  of  a  more 
important  lesson  than  this. 

In  addition  to  the  central  thought  around 
which  the  material  is  arranged,  namely,  that 
it  is  only  through  true  priesthood  that  a 
connection  with  the  next  life  can  be  made  by 
way  of  agreements,  or  contracts,  the  super- 
visor may  have  given  the  facts  about  priest- 
hood in  the  Catholic  church  and  some  of 
the  Protestant  churches.  This  lesson,  too,  is 
worked  out  in  detail. 

In  either  case,  only  the  practical  aspects 
of  the  lessons  should  be  emphasized. 
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COURSE  D— ARTICLES  OF  FAITH 

For  Elders  and  Other  Young  Men  and  Women  of  19  and  20  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:     James  L.  Barker,  Chairman;  Don  B.  Colton,  William  E.  Berrett, 

Carl  F.  Eyring 


LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 
NATURE  OF  GENUINE  WORSHIP 

Lesson  14*     For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Readings: 

Articles  of  Faith,  Talmage,  pp.  395-397. 
Sunday  Night  Talks,  Talmage,  pp.  369-375. 

Objective: 

To  bring  students  to  understand  and  to 
seek  worship  as  a  means  of  inducing  true 
religious  living. 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  "Worship  is  no  matter  of  mere  form; 
it  consists  not  of  posture  nor  gesture,  neither 
of  ritual  nor  creed — any  more  than  prayer 
consists  of  words.  Under  compulsion,  or 
for  the  hypocritical  purposes  of  effect,  one 
may  mechanically  perform  all  the  outward 
ceremonies  of  an  established  style  of  adora- 
tion, yet  without  sincerity  the  effort  is  but  a 
mockery  of  worship."  ( Sunday  Night  Talks, 
pp.  370-371.)  Such  hypocrisy  Jesus  opposed 
with  all  his  might.  He  said:  "Woe  unto  you, 
scribes  and  Pharisees,  hypocrites  for  ye 
make  clean  the  outside  of  the  cup  and  of  the 
platter,  but  within  they  are  full  of  extortion 
and  excess.  *  *  *  Even  so  ye  also  outward- 
ly appear  righteous  unto  men,  but  within 
ye  are  full  of  hypocrisy  and  iniquity."  (Matt. 
23:25-28.) 

II.  Genuine  Worship. 

a.  To  be  genuine,  worship  must  be  vol- 
untary and  sincere. 

b.  Worship  should  be  intelligent.  There 
may  be  those  who  claim  that  ignorance  is  no 
handicap  to  worship;  and  still  others,  usually 
the  irreligious,  who  insist  that  only  the  ignor- 
ant are  foolish  enough  to  worship.  But  the 
latter-day  prophet  preaches  in  no  uncertain 
terms  that,  "It  is  impossible  for  a  man  to  be 
saved  in  ignorance."  (Doctrine  and  Cove-' 
nants,  131:6.)  Again  he  states:  "If  there  is 
anything  virtuous,  lovely,  or  of  good  report 
or  praiseworthy,  we  seek  after  these  things." 

c.  Worship  has  three  stages.  First  one 
must  seek  God.  Second,  God  must  be  found. 
Third,  the  form  of  an  adjustment  must  be 
made  to  the  new  "vision.' 


Suggested  Method  Outline: 

The  subject,  "What  worship  is  not," 
might  be  assigned  as  a  talk  to  a  member  of 
the  class.  The  presentation  could  be  made 
impressive  by  giving  concrete  illustrations,  as 
for  example,  of  how  a  person  may  let  prayer 
degenerate  into  the  saying  of  words,  and  the 
partaking  of  the  sacrament  into  the  eating 
of  bread  and  the  drinking  of  water. 

The  subject,  "Worship  should  be  vol- 
untary, sincere,  and  intelligent,"  might  be 
introduced  by  the  teacher  and  then  followed 
by  these  questions: 

Why  is  it  impossible  to  force  a  person  to 
worship? 

Why  is  insincere  worship  damaging  to  the 
soul? 

In  genuine  worship,  we  try  to  assign  proper 
values  to  our  various  experiences.  Why 
does  a  background  of  experiences  reaching 
into  all  the  departments  of  worthy  human 
endeavor  aid  in  worship? 

How  does  ignorance  handicap  worship? 

The  subject,  "Worship  has  three  stages," 
could  be  outlined  on  the  blackboard.  A 
careful  description  of  just  how  a  problem 
can  be  solved  during  genuine  worship,  could 
then  be  made.  For  example,  consider  some 
such  problems  as  these:  payment  of  tithing, 
accepting  a  call  to  go  on  a  mission,  sharing 
profits  with  employees,  payment  of  fast  offer- 
ings, attending  college,  getting  married.  In 
this  manner,  worship  will  be  shown  to  be  a 
very  practical  process;  it  will  be  lifted  out  ' 
from  the  popular  belief  that  worship  is  just 
a  sort  of  emotional  experience  in  which  only 
the  overly  religious  indulge. 

Assignment: 

As  a  project  suggest  that  each  member 
try  during  the  coming  week  to  solve  some 
personal  problem  by  the  method  of  genuine 
worship.  A  report  of  results  would  be  most 
interesting,  and  would  help  impress  the 
members  with  the  practical  value  of  wor- 
ship and  religion  in  general.  The  next 
lesson,  "Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper," 
could  be  introduced  by  a  short  talk  by 
a  member  of  the  class  on  the  topic,  "The 
Lord's  Supper."  Help  will  be  found  in  the 
outline  of  next  Sunday's  lesson. 
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Teacher's  Closing  Minute: 

The  teacher  might  close  with  the  state- 
ment: "Jesus  said,  'But  the  hour  cometh 
and  now  is,  when  the  true  worshippers  shall 
worship  the  Father  in  spirit  and  in  truth:  for 
the  Father  seeketh  such  to  worship  him.'  Let 
us  learn  by  experience  the  real  value  of 
genuine  worship.  Please  repeat  the  concert 
recitation  for  April." 


MOTHERS  DAY 

Sunday,  May  12,  1940 

(See  Special  Program) 

THE  SACRAMENT  OF  THE  LORD'S 
SUPPER 

Lesson  15*    For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Readings: 

Articles  of  Faith,  Talmage,  pp.  171-178. 
Sunday  Night  Talks,  Talmage,  pp.  207-219. 

Objective: 

To  bring  students  to  an  appreciation  of  the 
Sacrament  as  an  effective  means  of  promote 
ing  righteous  living. 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  The  Lord's  Supper. 

a.  The  origin.  The  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper  was  established  by  Jesus  on 
the  night  of  his  betrayal  and  following  the 
Passover  meal  which  he  and  the  Twelve  kept 
in  obedience  of  the  Jewish  law.  He  broke 
bread  and  blessed  it  and  passed  it  to  the 
others  and  said:  "Take,  eat:  this  is  my 
body.  .  .  .  This  do  in  remembrance  of  me." 
(Matt.  26:26.)  After  blessing  wine  he  said: 
"Drink  ye  all  of  it.  For  this  is  my  blood  of 
the  new  testament  which  is  shed  for  many 
for  the  remission  of  sins."    (Matt.  26:27-28.) 

b.  Its  purpose. 

The  purpose  of  the  sacrament  is  made 
clear  in  the  words  of  the  sacramental  prayers. 

First — to  constitute  a  concrete  act  in  which 
each  individual  shall  participate  and  which 
will  bring  Christ  and  His  sacrifice  into  re- 
membrance. 

Second — As  a  visual  token  of  renewal  of 
the  covenants,  first  entered  into  at  baptism, 
to  always  remember  Christ  and  keep  His 
commandments.  Out  of  this  obedience  to 
Christ  is  to  come  the  concrete  blessing  "that 
they  may  always  have  his  spirit  to  be  with 
them". 

.  The  sacrament  is  then  a  means  unto  a  de- 
sired end,  companionship  with  the  spirit  of 
God.  As  such  companionship  can  only  be 
attained  by  obedience  to  His  commandments 


and  as  God's  commandments  are  more  likely 
to  be  kept  when  we  covenant  with  God  to 
keep  them  and  frequently  renew  that  cove- 
nant with  all  our  fellowmen  bearing  witness, 
so  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  be- 
comes the  greatest  psychological  device  to 
promote  righteousness  that  God  has  given 
unto  man. 

c.  Nature  of  the  Emblems.  "It  mattereth 
not  what  ye  shall  eat  or  what  ye  shall  drink 
when  ye  partake  of  the  sacrament,  if  it  so  be 
that  ye  do  it  with  an  eye  single  to  my  glory — 
remembering  unto  the  Father  my  body  which 
was  laid  down  for  you,  and  my  blood  which 
was  shed  for  the  remission  of  your  sins." 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  27:2.) 

d.  Manner  of  administering  the  Sacrament. 
Specific  instructions  are  given  in  Section 
twenty  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants. 

e.  Fit  partakers.  Read  3  Nephi  18:28-29. 
We  should  keep  ourselves  "worthy  to  par- 
take of  the  sacred  emblems"  by  a  true  faith 
in  Jesus  and  his  teachings  and  by  .genuine 
repentance. 

II.  The  Sacrament  is  analogous  to  a  week- 
ly baptism. 

At  the  time  of  baptism  we  publicly  dem- 
onstrated, as  best  we  could  for  our  age  and 
experience,  that  we  were  on  the  road  to 
perfect  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
that  we  had  discovered  and  expected  to  con- 
tinue to  discover  through  practical  experi- 
ence, the  saving  power  of  true  repentance. 
The  partaking  of  the  emblems  of  the  Sacra- 
ment is  a  weekly  reminder  that  our  faith  in 
Jesus  needs  expansion  and  that  repentance 
can  still  be  an  active  force  in  our  lives  as  we 
struggle  toward  perfection.  In  this  sense 
the  Sacrament  is  analogous  to  a  weekly  bap- 
tism, and  through  it  the  child  of  eight,  and  in 
fact  all  of  us,  can  move  toward  a  fuller  un- 
derstanding of  the  saving  power  of  faith, 
repentance,  baptism,  and  all  the  principles 
of  the  Gospel. 

HI,  The  Sacrament  as  an  aid  in  worship. 

In  the  last  lesson  we  stated  that  the  first 
step  in  worship  is  the  seeking  of  God.  Be- 
cause of  the  music  and  the  atmosphere  of 
peace  and  quiet  during  the  passing  of  the 
Sacrament,  an  attitude  of  meditation,  is  rather 
easily  acquired.  In  this  situation  it  seems 
natural  to  seek  God.  Genuine  worship  goes 
forward  with  comparative  ease.  Probably  no 
other  aspect  of  church  service  is  so  conducive 
to  genuine  worship.  Because  of  this,  the  wise 
person  makes  use  of  this  weekly  opportunity 
to  worship — to  seek  God,  to  find  Him  while 
solving  a  problem,  and  to  adjust  to  the  new 
vision  . 

Suggested  Method  Outline: 

I.  The  subject.  "The  Lord's  Supper," 
might  be  assigned  to  a  member  of  the  class 
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as  a  talk.     The  passages  of  scripture  cited 
should  be  read  in  an  impressive  manner. 

II.  Following  the  introduction  to  the  topic, 
"The  Sacrament  is  analogous  to  a  weekly 
baptism,"  the  teacher  might  ask  such  ques- 
tions as  these: 

In  terms  of  affecting  one's  way  of  life  how 
are  the  Sacrament  and  baptism  alike? 

Why  is  the  Sacrament  so  important  in  the 
life  of  the  child  who  is  baptized  at  the  age  of 
eight? 

Just  how  does  the  Sacrament  help  build  a 
fuller  understanding  of  faith,  repentance,  and 
baptism? 

How  does  the  Sacrament  help  a  person  to 
build  a  Christ-like  life? 

III.  After  introducing  the  subject.  "The 
Sacrament  as  an  Aid  in  Worship,"  the 
teacher  might  lead  the  members  of  the  class 
to  describe  the  religious  experiences  which 
they  have  had  during  the  passing  of  the 
Sacrament.  Such  expressions  are  so  per- 
sonal that  care  will  need  to  be  exercised,  but 
if  the  responses  are  free  much  good  will 
result. 

Assignment: 

Make  assignments  at  this  time  for  the  fol- 
lowing lesson,  "Men  Called  of  God".  See 
the  Instructor  material  for  suggested  special 
assignments. 

Teacher's  Closing  Minute: 

As  a  closing  sentiment  the  teacher  might 
respond  thus:  "One  need  not  languish  for 
want  of  spiritual  nourishment.  Jesus  prom- 
ises 'I  am  the  bread  of  life;  he  that  cometh 
to  me  shall  never  hunger;  and  he  that  be- 
lieveth  in  me  shall  never  thirst'  ". 


MEN  CALLED  OF  GOD 
Lesson  16*    For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Objective: 

To  bring  students  to  an  appreciation  of 
the  authority  to  act  in  God's  name  and  an 
understanding  of  the  needed  qualifications  of 
those  who  could  exercise  it. 

Suggested  Material  Outline: 

I.  Each  individual  is  called  of  God  to  do 
right,  to  extend  love,  and  to  render  service. 

To  all  mankind  Jesus  issues  this  charge, 
"Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all 
thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with 
all  thy  mind.  This  is  the  first  and  great 
commandment.  And  the  second  is  like  unto 
it.    Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as  thyself." 

II,  Authority  needed  in  an  orderly  so- 
ciety. 


When  a  group  of  individuals  band  to- 
gether for  any  cause,  authority  must  be  dele- 
gated, and  responsibility  placed.  j(See  Sun- 
day Night  Talks,  p.  220. ) 

III.  Authority  to  administer  in  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Gospel. 

a.  Human  Institutions.  If  a  group  of  per- 
sons were  to  proceed  according  to  their  own 
will  and  pleasure,  and  organize  a  church,  by 
what  right  would  they  officiate?  Only  by 
the  authority  they  have  given  themselves. 

b.  Men  called  of  God.  "Man  cannot  or- 
iginate for  himself  or  arrogate  to  himself 
any  vestige  of  divine  authority;  such  can 
come  only  from  the  source  divine.  Paul, 
speaking  particularly  of  one  holding  the  of- 
fice of  high  priest,  but  by  implication  includ- 
ing any  and  all  bearers  of  the  Priesthood, 
has  given  us  this  incisive  word:  'And  no 
man  taketh  this  honor  unto  himself,  but  he 
that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron.'  (He- 
brews  5:4.)  How  was  Aaron  called  to  his 
priestly  office?  We  find  answer  in  the  twen- 
ty-eighth chapter  of  Exodus." 

c.  Many  are  called  but  few  are  chosen. 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants,  121:34-40.) 

Suggested  Method  Outline: 

I.  It  is  suggested  that  the  topic,  "Each 
individual  is  called  of  God  to  do  right,  to 
extend  love,  and  to  render  service,"  be  pre- 
sented as  a  short  talk  by  some  member  of 
the  class.  This  presentation  should  empha- 
size the  fact  that  no  one  need  wait  to  be 
especially  authorized  to  do  good,  and  to  love 
and  render  service  to  humanity. 

II.  The  topic,  "Authority  needed  in  an 
orderly  society,"  could  also  form  the  sub- 
ject of  a  short  talk  by  a  class  member. 
Concrete  examples  would  make  the  presen- 
tation interesting. 

III.  After  introducing  the  subject,  "Au- 
thority to  administer  in  the  ordinances  of 
the  Gospel,"  the  teacher  might  continue  by 
asking  these  questions: 

In  what  sense,  if  at  all,  can  a  human  in- 
stitution based  on  Christian  principles  be 
classed  as  God's  Church? 

Just  how  is  a  man  called  of  God  to  ad- 
minister in  the  ordinances  of  the  Gospel? 

What  attitude  does  God  take  toward  a 
person  who  attempts  to  use  his  authority 
in  an  unrighteous  manner? 

What  does  Joseph  Smith  think  of  a  per- 
son who  uses  his  authority  to  gratify  pride, 
to  satisfy  vain  ambitions,  or  to  exercise 
control  and  dominion? 

Are  you  truly  a  priest  or  elder  if  you 
have  been  ordained  such?  What  more  needs 
to  be  done? 

(Turn  to  page   132) 
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PERSONAL  RESPONSIBILITY 
Lesson  15.  For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Text: 

Sunday  School  Lessons  (Manual),  No. 
15. 

Objective* 

To  show  that  there  rests  upon  each  indi- 
vidual definite  responsibility  with  regard  to 
acceptance  and  application  of  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ. 

References  For  Further  Reading: 

Talmage,  Articles  of  Faith,  57;  Talmage, 
Vitality  of  Mormonism,  Chapter  80;  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  58:32-33;  Jeremiah, 
31 :  29,  and  Ezekiel,  33 : 1  - 1 9. 

Heritage  and  environment  place  their  lim- 
itations upon  each  of  us  but,  within  those 
limits,  we  are  at  any  given  time  the  product 
of  our  own  thoughts  and  actions  to  that 
point. 

"According  as  one  acts,  as  one  conducts 
himself,  so  does  he  become.  The  doer  of 
good  becomes  good.  The  doer  of  evil  be- 
comes evil.  One  becomes  virtuous  by  vir- 
tuous action,  bad  by  bad  action. 

"But  people  say:  'A  person  is  made  (not 
of  acts  but)  of  desires  only!'  In  reply  to 
this,  I  say:  'As  are  his  desires,  such  is  his 
resolve;  as  is  his  resolve,  such  the  action 
he  performs;  what  action  he  performs,  that 
he  procures  for  himself.' '  (Taken  from 
Seven  Great  Bibles,  by  Martin,  p.  29.) 

Does  the  foregoing  have  any  relation  to 
Jesus'  statement,  "The  Kingdom  of  God  is 
within  you?" 

Explain:  "Ignorance  of  the  law  is  no  ex- 
cuse." 

But  all  men  do  not  see  things  alike.  Is  a 
man  to  be  held  responsible  through  failure 
to  understand?  Is  the  penalty  under  such 
conditions  to  be  equal  with  that  inflicted  for 
non-compliance?  The  answer  will  be  affirma- 
tive to  the  extent  that  failure  to  understand 
was  due  to  lack  of  desire.  To  be  "damned" 
is  to  be  held  back.  We  are  held  back  by 
our  sins,  both  of  commission  and  of  omis- 
sion. 

Discuss:  "If  any  man  will  do  His  will 
he  shall  know,  of  the  doctrine,  whether  it  be 
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of  God  or  whether  I  speak  of  myself."  (John 
7:17)   Compare  with  Matthew  12:38-39. 

From  the  foregoing  it  is  evident  that  un- 
derstanding is  dependent  upon  at  least  two 
things:  desire  to  know  and  conforming  one's 
life  to  the  teachings  in  question. 

Discuss:  "Wilful  ignorance  of  the  Gospel 
is  sin." 

No  less  important  than  acceptance  of  the 
Gospel  is  application  of  its  principles  to  life. 
Review  parable  of  the  builder.  Matthew 
7:24-27,  and  Luke  6:47. 

Desire  alone  is  insufficient.  Illustration  of 
the  immigrant  wishing  to  obtain  citizenship. 
He  must  comply  with  the  legal  requirements. 
(The  Vitality  of  Mormonism,  by  Talmage, 
p.  284.)  What  are  the  "legal  requirements" 
laid  down  by  Jesus  for  entrance  into  the 
Kingdom?     John  3:5. 

References  to  further  illustrative  material: 

Jesus'  reply  to  the  Jews  when  they  claimed 
salvation  through  lineage  of  Abraham.  John 
8:33.  See  also  'Matthew  3:9. 

Jeremiah's  reply  to  the  Jews  when  they 
complained,  "The  fathers  have  eaten  a  sour 
grape  and  the  children's  teeth  are  set  on 
edqe."   Jeremiah  31 :29. 

Ezekiel's  message  on  personal  responsi- 
bility.  Ezekiel  33:1-19. 


MOTHER'S  DAY 

Sunday,  May  12,  1940 

THE  DESTINY  OF  MAN 
Lesson  16*  For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Text: 

Sunday  School  Lessons  (Manual),  No. 
16. 

Objective: 

To  show  that  man,  as  spiritual  offspring 
of  God,  has  in  him  the  power  of  unlimited 
advancement. 

References  For  Further  Reading: 

Evans,  Heart  of  Mormonism,  251-253; 
Widtsoe,Josep/i  Smith  as  a  Scientist,  Chap- 
ter 15;  Talmage,  Articles  of  Faith,  94-95; 
Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  76. 
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Suggestive  Lesson  Development: 

Goethe  once  said,  in  effect,  that  man  was 
on  earth  not  to  be  but  to  become.  The  pre- 
dominant spirit  of  Joseph  Smith's  teachings 
was  the  infinite  worth  of  the  human  person- 
ality and  its  capacity  for  growth.  His  teach- 
ings proceeded  from  two  assumptions:  First, 
that  man  is  the  spirit  offspring  of  God,  and 
second,  that  the  possibilities  of  human  prog- 
ress are  without  limit.  These  two  he  linked 
with  the  divine  purpose  of  life  as  stated 
in  the  Pearl  of  Great  Price,  1:39;  "For  be- 
hold, this  is  my  work  and  my  glory — to  bring 
to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal  life  of 
man." 

Mormonism  emphasizes  a  difference  be- 
tween salvation  and  exaltation.  (See  text, 
Chapter  75)  Salvation  may  be  won  by  even 
the  negative  life,  but  exaltation  will  only  be 
the  reward  of  positive,  aggressive  adherence 
to  the  laws  of  righteousness  which  lead  to 
godliness.  (Compare  with  similar  experience 
in  schools  or  governments.  Many  graduate, 
some  to  achieve  greater  honors,  others  to 
a  life  of  shame;  many  obtain  citizenship — 
some  to  rise  to  great  leadership,  others  to 
become  lost  in  crime. )  What  is  the  difference 
between  positive  and  negative  virtues? 

This  idea  of  the  development  of  man  is 
borne  out  by  numerous  passages  from  scrip- 
ture and  the  sayings  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith. 

In  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants  John  the 
Beloved  is  represented  as  saying:  "And  I, 
John,  saw  that  he  [Christ]  received  not  of 
the  fulness  at  first,  but  received  grace  for 
grace;  .  .  .  but  continued  from  grace  to  grace, 
until  he  received  the  fulness."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  93:12,  13.  Also  in  section  132 
(verse  20)  of  the  same  volume,  we  read: 
"Then. shall  they  be  gods,  because  they  have 
no  end,  therefore  shall  they  be  from  ever- 
lasting to  everlasting,  because  they  continue; 
then  shall  they  be  above  all,  because  all 
things  are  subject  unto  them.  Then  shall 
they  be  gods,  because  they  have  all  power, 
and  the  angels  are  subject  Unto  them.  Verily, 
verily,  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye  abide  my 
law,  ye  cannot  attain  to  this  glory."  "He 
that  receiveth  light,"  another  revelation  de- 
clares (50:24),  "and  continueth  therein,  re- 
ceiveth more  light,  and  that  light  groweth 
brighter  and  brighter  unto  the  perfect  day." 

And  the  Prophet  says:  "Here,  then,  is 
eternal  life— to  know  the  only  wise  and  true 
God.  You  have  got  to  learn  how  to  be  gods 
yourselves,  and  to  be  kings  and  priests  to 
God,  by  going  from  one  small  degree  to  an- 
other, and  from  a  small  capacity  to  a  great 
one;  from  grace  to  grace,  from  exaltation  to 


exaltation,  until  you  attain  to  the  resurrec- 
tion from  the  dead,  and  are  able  to  dwell 
in  everlasting  burnings,  and  to  sit  in  glory, 
as  do  those  who  sit  enthroned  in  everlasting 
power."  (Teachings  of  Joseph  Smith,  pp. 
346-347.) 


THE  RESURRECTION 
Lesson  17*  For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Text: 

Sunday  School  Manual,  Lesson  11. 

Objective: 

Life  continues  beyond  the  grave,  preserv- 
ing the  human  personality  through  a  literal 
reunion  of  spirit  and  body. 

References  For  Further  Reading: 

Smith,  Gospel  Doctrine,  Chapter  24;  Tal- 
mage,  Articles  of  Faith,  391-403;  Discourses 
of  Brigham  Young,  Chapter  32. 

I.  Latter-day  Saints  accept  the  Christian 
doctrine  of  the  resurrection,  but  are 
unique  in  their  literal  interpretation.  In 
contrast  with  the  general  Christian  view 
that  the  resurrection  is  the  release  of 
the  spirit  from  the  body,  the  Mormon 
interprets  it  to  mean  a  reunion  of  the 
spirit  with  its  former  physical  taber- 
nacle— when  the  essential  elements  of 
the  latter  are  reclaimed  from  its  grave. 

II.  The  New  Testament  record  supports 
the  Latter-day  Saint  view, 
a.  Familiarize   the   students   with   the 

available    information    relative    to 

Jesus'  resurrection:  Luke  24:36-43; 

John  20:11-17;  John  21;  Acts  10:40- 

42;  etc. 

b. '  Follow  with  references  which  teach 
that  a  similar  resurrection  is  in  store 
for  all  mankind:  Acts  24:15;  /  Cor- 
inthians  15;  Matthew  22:31-32; 
John  5:25;  etc. 

c.  How  does  "Mormon  scripture"  har- 
monize with  the  above?  //  Nephi 
9:6,  12:13;  Helaman  14:15-17;  Alma 
11:42-45;  Doctrine  and  Covenants 
18:11-12. 

HI.  The  intermediate  period  between  death 
and  resurrection.  ( See  The  Vitality  of 
Mormonism,  Chapter  73.) 
a.  Jesus'  statement  to  the  thief  on  the 
cross,    "Today  shalt  thou  be  with 
me  in  Paradise."   Does  this  mean 
that  one  can  be  saved  without  bap- 
tism? 
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b.  Mormon   explanation   of   Paradise. 
Book  of  Mormon — Alma  40:11-14. 

IV.  Time  of  the  Resurrection.  (See  The 
Vitality  of  Mormonism,  Chapters  82 
and  83.  Also  Articles  of  Faith,  by  Tal- 
mage,  page  346. 

a.  The   First  Resurrection — the  just. 

b.  The  Second  Resurrection — the  un- 
just. 

V.  The  "Three  Glories."  (Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  Section  76. )  For  a  concise 
summary,  read  Articles  of  Faith,  by 
Talmage,  pp.  94-95.  See  also  introduc- 
tory note  to  Section  76,  Doctrine  and 
Covenants,  current  edition. 


VI.  Reunion  of  Spirit  and  Body  Essential 
to  Complete  Development. 

"For  man  is  spirit.  The  elements  are 
eternal,  and  spirit  and  element,  insep- 
arably connected,  receiveth  a  fulness 
of  joy.  And  when  separated  man  can- 
not receive  a  fulness  of  joy."  (Doc- 
trine and  Covenants  93:33-34.) 
VII.  Extra  Scriptural  Material: 

^  According  to  Mormon  teachings, 
God  is  the  Father  of  all  human  spirits, 
not  the  creator  of  them;  he  is  the  Fa- 
ther, also,  of  Jesus.  But  these  spirits 
in  turn  are  but  tabernacles  of  the  ego, 
which  is  eternal.  See  Book  of  Ether, 
in  the  Book  of  Mormon,  3:6-16. 
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vyver  the    ilLountairi 

Over  the  mountains,  over  the  sea 
There  comes  a  joyous  melody; 
'Tis  Zion's  children  in  accord 
Singing  their  praises  to  the  Lord. 

Chorus: 

Over  the  mountains,  over  the  sea 
We  hear  the  Father's  earnest  plea; 
Oh  Youth,  be  strong,  oh  youth,  be  true, 
The  Lord  of  all  has  work  for  you. 

It  matters  not  where  we  may  dwell 
In  Eastern  lands  or  Western  dell; 
His  grace  will  make  our  hearts  as  one 
If  we'll  obey  His  Blessed  Son. 

The  light  of  truth  is  shining  forth, 
It  must  illumine  all  the  earth, 
Be  yours  the  task  from  God  sublime, 
To  bear  aloft  the  torch  divine. 

— Ruth  May  Fox. 
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General  Board  Committee:  M.  Lynn  Bennion,  Chairman;  Llewelyn  McKay,  Vice-Chairman; 

Thomas  L.  Martin  and  Wendell  J.  Ashton 


LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 

SAMUEL   (FINDING  GOD  THROUGH 
SERVICE) 

Lesson  15.    For  May  5,  1940 

Text: 

The  Old  Testament  Sunday  School  Quar- 
terly, Lesson  15. 

Objective: 

^  To  illustrate  by  the  story  of  the  life  of 
Samuel,  the  quality  and  results  of  leadership 
which  come  through  devoted  effort  and  con- 
secration to  a  cause. 

Suggestions: 

1.  There  are  several  items  of  importance 
in  this  lesson  about  Samuel: 

a.  A  mother's  prayer.  A  sincere  prayer 
for  a  son,  and  when  the  prayer  was 
answered  the  mother  kept  her  promise 
and  gave  him  to  the  Lord  to  be  trained 
for  His  service.  Prayer  has  always  been 
a  controlling  factor  in  the  lives  of  those 
who  seek  the  best  in  life.  The  promise 
in  a  mother's  prayer  gave  Samuel  the 
opportunity  to  train  and  become  one 
of  the  most  honored  lives  in  all  the 
history  of  mankind. 

b.  Serving  the  Lord  early.  There  are  peo- 
ple who  try  to  justify  the  sins  of  their 
youth  by  saying  that  "youth  must  have 
its  fling".  Samuel  trained  while  others 
had  their  "fling".  While  the  strength 
of  religion  gave  Samuel  power  and  in- 
clination to  resist  the  temptations  of 
youth  and  look  towards  the  future,  he 
saw  other  young  people  throw  away 
their  chances  for  success  and  leadership. 
We  know  Samuel  for  the  greatness  of 
his  leadership;  the  others — who  ever 
heard  of  them?  Happy  is  the  youth 
who  hears  the  voice  of  the  Father  and 
obeys. 

c.  An  upright  life:  In  Samuel  we  find  the 
triumph  of  an  upright  life.  It  brought 
him  the  most  exalted  position  of  his  day. 
He  was  the  "judge'  and  ruler  during 
much  of  his  life.  And  even  when  a  king 
was     chosen,     Samuel     remained     the 


prophet,  with  more  power  than  the 
king.  Samuel  was  a  political  as  well 
as  religious  leader.  After  many  years 
of  service  he  challenged  the  people  to 
point  out  in  his  career  any  cause  of 
fraud,  deceit  or  oppression.  The  people 
vouched  his  integrity.  That  tribute  to 
him  must  have  been  worth  more  to  him 
than  fame,  money,  and  power,  and  he 
had  plenty  of  these  also.  We  need 
leaders  today  who  are  trained  early  and 
who  consecrate  their  lives  to  the  cause 
of  justice  and  righteousness. 

2.  In  certain  countries  of  the  world  today, 
the  government  is  selecting  likely  children 
while  they  are  still  in  kindergarten  and  giving 
them  every  opportunity  for  leadership  train- 
ing, that  they  may  someday  become  the  lead- 
ers of  government  in  their  homelands.  In 
a  sense  that  was  the  opportunity  which  Sam- 
uel's mother  gave  him. 

Enrichment: 

1.  This  may  have  been  Samuel's  creed: 

"This  is  my  creed:  To  do  some  good, 
To  bear  my  ills  without  complaining, 
To  press  on  as  a  brave  man  should 
For  honors  that  are  worth  the  gaining; 
To  seek  no  profits  where  I  may, 
By  winning  them,  bring  grief  to  others; 
To  do  some  service  day  by  day 
In  helping  on  my  toiling  brothers. 

"This  is  my  creed:  To  close  my  eyes 
To  little  faults  of  those  around  me; 
To  strive  to  be  when  each  day  dies 
Some  better  than  the  morning  found  me; 
To  ask  for  no  unearned  applause, 
To  cross  no  river  till  I  reach  it; 
To  see  the  merit  of  the  cause 
Before  I  follow  those  who  preach  it. 

"This  is  my  creed:  To  try  to  shun 
The  slough  in  which  the  foolish  wallow; 
To  lead  where  I  may  be  the  one 
Whom  weaker  men  should  choose  to  follow. 
To  keep  my  standards  always  high, 
To  find  my  task  and  always  do  it; 
This  is  my  creed — I  wish  that  I 
Could  always  shape  my  action  to  it." 

— S.  E.  Kiser. 
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Problems  for  Discussion: 

1.  Discuss  the  problems  in  the  lesson  text. 

2.  Are  there  boys  and  girls  today  who  re- 
ceive an  education  comparable  to  that  re- 
ceived by  Samuel? 

3.  Should  parents  chose  the  occupation 
for  which  their  children  should  train  and 
prepare? 

4.  What  educational  advantages  did  Sam- 
uel have  over  most  of  the  boys  of  his  time? 
What  advantages  do  we  have  that  Samuel 
did  not  have? 

5.  Is  training  for  leadership  merely  follow- 
ing a  formula  mapped  out  by  someone?  What 
else  is  necessary? 

6.  Can  a  person  train  for  leadership  by 
finding  a  leader  whom  he  wishes  to  be  like 
and  then  copying  him?  What  can  be  copied? 
What  cannot  be  copied? 

7.  "The  true  leader  knows  more  than 
facts;  he  has  learned  to  adaot  himself  favor- 
ably to  new  and  changing  situations."  Apply 
this  rule  to  Samuel.  What  should  this  mean 
to  pupils  today? 


MOTHER'S  DAY  PROGRAM 
Sunday,  May  12,  1940 


DAVID  ("  In  RIGHT  IS  MIGHT") 
Lesson  16.    For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Text? 

The  Old  Testament  Sunday  School  Man- 
ual, Lesson  16. 

Objective: 

To  illustrate  from  the  life  of  David  a  qual- 
ity of  true  leadership— courage  to  fight  for  a 
worthy  ideal. 

Enrichment  Material: 

1.  "Give  me  a  battle  to  fight. 

Worthy  of  courage  high, 
There  let  me  prove  my  right 

Or  let  me  striving  die. 
What  of  the  weak  who  fall? 

What  of  the  danger  rife? 
I  am  in  love  with  it  all — 

I  am  in  love  with  life!" 

"Heroes  are  common  clay, 

Conquerors  are  but  men; 
Courage  has  blazed  the  way, 

Courage  will  win  again! 
Will  makes  the  man  a  god — 

Then  shall  I  shirk  the  strife? 
Better  beneath  the  sod — 

I  am  in  love  with  life! 


"Weaklings  the  combat  are  fleeing, 
Cowardice  leans  on  time; 
Strength  is  the  glory  of  being, 

Love  makes  our  strength  sublime! 
On  with  the  battle  of  might, 

Brave  hearts  for  drum  and  fife! 
Glorious  is  the  fight — 
I  am  in  love  with  life! 

— Shippey. 

2.  Modern  Goliaths? 

"It  takes  great  courage  to  bring  your 

life  up  square 
With  your  accepted  thought,  and  hold 

it  there; 
Resisting  the  inertia  that  drags  back 
From  new  attempts  to  the  old  habit's 

track. 
It  is  so  easy  to  drift  back,  to  sink; 
So  hard  to  live  abreast  of  what  you 
think. 
"It  takes  great  courage  to  live  where 
you  belong, 
When  other  people  think  that  you  are 
wrong, 
People  you  love,  and  who  love  you, 

and  whose 
Approval   is    a   pleasure   you   would 

choose; 
To  bear  this  pleasure  and  succeed  at 

length 
In   living   your   belief — well   it   takes 
strength.  ' 

— Gilman. 

3.  "Be  Strong! 

We  are  not  here  to  play,  to  dream, 
to  drift. 

We  have  hard  work  to  do  and  loads 
.to  lift. 

Shun  not  the  struggle, — face  it,   'tis 
God's  gift. 

"Be  strong! 

Say  not  the  days  are  evil.    Who's  to 
blame? 

And  fold  the  hands  and  acquiesce, — 
O  shame! 

Stand  up,  speak  out,  and  bravely,  in 
God's  name. 

"Be  strong! 

It  matters  not  how  deep  entrenched 
the  wrong, 

How  hard  the  battle  goes,  the  day  how 
long; 

Faint  not, — fight  on!  Tomorrow  comes, 
the  song." 

— Babcock. 
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Suggestions: 

1.  The  completion  exercise  found  in  the 
lesson  should  be  used  as  a  challenge  for  the 
pupils  to  read  carefully  the  material  of  the 
lesson.  It  is  not  necessary  for  every  pupil 
to  complete  the  exercise  before  beeginning  to 
correct  and  discuss.  Words  which  fit  in  the 
blanks  are: 

1.  conquers;  2.  strength;  3.  body;  4.  ideal; 
5.  Goliath;  6.  Old  Testament;  7.  youngest; 
8.  eight;  9.  Jesse;  10.  Bethlehem;  11.  shepherd; 
12.  Three;  13.  army;  14.  Israel;  15.  Saul; 
16.  supplies;  17.  Jesse;  18.  Israel;  19.  Philistia; 
20.  valley;  21,  giant;  22.  nine;  23.  six;  24. 
enemy;  25.  Israel;  26,  oldest  27.  Eliab;  28. 
sling;  29.  stones;  30.  Goliath;  31  Philistine; 
32.  spear;  33.  sword;  34.  shield;  35.  Lord; 
36.  ideal. 

2.  The  following  activity  will  prove  inter- 
esting and  instructive  for  the  class:  The 
teacher  should  formulate  some  true  statements 
about  the  material  of  the  lesson.  Half  only, 
of  each  statement  is  placed  on  a  slip  of 
paper;  the  other  half  of  the  same  statement 
is  placed  on  another  slip.  (The  use  of  a  type- 
writer and  carbon  paper  is  desirable  so  sev- 
eral sets  of  the  broken  statements  are  se- 
cured ) .  Each  set  of  statements  is  placed  in 
a  box  and  the  slips  well  mixed  up.  The  class 
is  divided  into  as  many  groups  as  there  are 
sets  of  statements.  The  group  who  can 
first  match  all  the  statements  correctly  is 
declared  the  winner. 

Suggested  Statements: 

(Break  as  shown  by  the  double  line.) 

1.  The  story  of  David  and  Goliath  ||  is  a 
fine  illustration  of  courage. 

2.  David  was  one  |f  of  at  least  eight 
brothers. 

3.  The  Prophet  Samuel  ||  anointed  David 
to  become  the  future  king  of  Israel. 

4.  David  belonged  to  Israel,  and  Goliath  || 
was  of  the  Philistine  nation. 

5.  Great  men  have  the  courage  ||  to  fight 
for  worthy  ideals. 

6.  David  armed  with  a  sling  and  stones  || 
met  and  conquered  the  Philistine  giant. 

7.  David  had  faith  ||  that  the  Lord  would 
help  him  defeat  the  giant. 

8.  David  possessed  great  physical  strength; 
he  ||  had  slain  a  lion  and  a  bear. 

Formulate  more  if  desired. 

Problems: 

1.  How  does  courage  lighten  a  task? 

2.  What  is  courage? 

3.  What  is  the  difference  between  "cour- 
age" and  "foolhardiness"? 

4.  In  what  things  do  we  need  courage  to- 
day? 

5.  What  determines  the  courage  a  person 
may  possess? 


6.  How  is  courage  related  to  ideals? 

7.  From  the  lives  of  the  following  give 
examples  of  courage:  Jesus,  Joseph  Smith, 
Joseph  in  Egypt,  George  Washington,  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  President  Roosevelt,  President 


DAVID  (SOURCES  OF  LEADERSHIP) 
Lesson  17*    For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Text: 

The  Old  Testament  Sunday  School  Man- 
ual, Lesson  17. 

Objective: 

By  using  the  life  of  David  as  an  illustra- 
tion, to  point  out  that  leadership  is  a  result 
of  the  union  of  opportunity  and  the  prepared- 
ness to  meet  it.  Life  today  offers  rich  op- 
portunities for  leadership. 

About  David: 

1.  The  boyhood  training  of  David  bore 
fruit  in  the  service  he  rendered  to  Israel. 
Perhaps  the  shepherd  boy  as  he  practiced 
daily  with  his  sling  until  he  became  an  ex- 
pert, little  thought  that  the  skill  he  was  ac- 
quiring would  be  the  defense  of  his  people. 
What  was  true  then  is  true  now.  Those 
who  develop  a  skill  are  quite  sure  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  use  it,  but  opportunities 
are  of  no  value  to  those  who  either  do  not 
see  them,  or  seeing  them,  are  not  prepared  to 
take  advantage  of  them. 

2.  David's  musical  attainments  were  also 
acquired  while  herding  sheep  in  the  hills  of 
Judea.  His  musical  skill  was  the  chief  factor 
which  brought  him  into  intimate  association 
with  the  King  and  his  family.  From  them 
he  learned  first  hand  many  important  mat- 
ters which  aided  him  when  he  became  Israel's 
king. 

3.  David  trained  for  skill  in  warfare,  and 
became  so  proficient  that  the  king  selected 
him  as  an  armor-bearer  for  him.  Somehow 
or  other  David  seemed  to  know  how  to  pick 
out  and  train  those  talents  in  him  which 
were  to  prove  of  great  importance  to  him 
in  the  future.  He  learned  to  do  by  doing. 
His  skill  brought  him  into  association  with 
the  right  people.  When  opportunities  came 
he  was  prepared. 

About  Modern  Opportunities: 

1.  Economists  declare  there  is  a  shortage 
of  men  today  in  many  industries.  Employers 
are  looking  for  skilled  men  who  are  industri- 
ous and  can  give  expert  service. 

2.  Heber  G.  Wells  was  denied  the  advan- 
tages of  formal  education.  He  declared  that 
he  received  the  preparation  for  his  literary 
career  in  a  public  library. 

3.  Skill  in  music  helps  out  today.     Ask 
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some  missionary  who  has  trained  until  he  is  Enrichment  Material: 

skillful  how  music  helped  him  on  his  mission.  1.  "The    future    works    out    great    men's 

4.  Athletic  training   helps   create   oppor-  destinies; 

tunities.     Baseball  and  basketball  skill  has  The  present  is   enough   for   common 

been  the  means  of  bringing  many  converts  souls, 

into  the  church,  because  these  activities  per-  Who,  never  looking  forward,  are  in- 

mitted  missionaries  to  meet  the  right  people.  deed 
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Course  A — For  Deacons  and  Other  Boys  and  Girls,  12,  13  and  14  Years  of  Age. 

General  Board  Committee:     T.  Albert  Hooper,  Chairman;  Junius  R.  Tribe, 
Wallace  F.  Bennett  and  Marion  G.  Merkley 


LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 


CONCERT  RECITATION 
FOR  MAY 

(Mosiah  15:18) 


.  .  .  .  Oh  how  beautiful  upon  the 
mountains  are  the  feet  of  Him  that 
bringeth  good  tidings,  that  is  the  found- 
er of  peace,  yea,  even  the  Lord,  who 
has  redeemed  His  people;  yea  Him  who 
has  granted  salvation  unto  His  people." 


Suggestions  For  Two-and-One-Half 
Minute  Talks: 

1.  Base  this  one  on  the  18th  chapter  of 
Mosiah.  Alma  who  believed  the  teachings 
of  Abinadi  went  out  and  taught  the  people. 
He  hid  at  the  "Waters  of  Mormon,"  and 
many  listened  to  him,  were  baptized,  and  a 
church  was  organized. 

2.  Base  this  one  on  the  delivery  of  Alma 
from  bondage  as  told  in  the  24th  chapter  of 
Mosiah.  Alma  was  faithful  in  his  allegiance 
to  the  Lord  and  taught  and  preached  the 
gospel.  When  the  king  sought  to  destroy  him 
the  Lord  delivered  him.  With  help  from  the 
teacher  the  pupils  can  make  a  very  interest- 
ing talk  on  this  episode. 

ABINADI'S  MARTYRDOM:   ALMA'S 

CONVERSION  AND  HIS  MINISTRY. 

THE  WATERS  OF  MORMON 

Lesson  14.  For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Objective: 

The  Lord  will  provide  teachers  and  ways 
for  them  to  teach  those  who  would  hear  His 
gospel. 

References: 

Lesson  Manual  pp.  53-57;  Dee,  A  Voice 
From  the  Dust,  pp.  318-326;  Reynolds,  Book 
of  Mormon  Chart;  Reynolds,  Book  of  Mor~ 
mon  Dictionary. 

Suggested  Outline: 

I.  Abinadi,  A  Fearless  Prophet. 

a.  He   denounced  the  king   and  his 
wickedness. 

b.  Prophesied  their  destruction. 

II.  Abinadi  Burned  at  the  Stake. 

III.  Alma  Was  Converted. 


a.  He  believed  Abinadi's  teaching. 

b.  Pleaded  for  the  Prophet's  life. 

c.  King  sent  his  servant  to  seize  Alma. 

d.  Alma  fled. 

IV.  Alma  Hid  at  Waters  of  Mormon. 

a.  Taught  the  gospel. 

b.  Many  come  to  hear  him. 

c.  He  baptized  them. 

d.  Organized  the  church. 

e.  He  ordained  priests. 

f.  Commanded  them  to  teach  only  the 
things  of  God. 

V.  One   Day   a   Week    Set   Apart    for 

Worship. 
VI.  People  Taught  to  Help  One  Another. 
VII.  The  King  Sought  to  Destroy  Alma's 
Followers. 
VIII.  Gideon    Leads    Insurrection    Against 
King  Noah. 

a.  Lamanites  invade  their  country. 

b.  Noah  flees. 

c.  Overtaken  and  burned  at  stake. 
IX.  Limhi  Succeeds  Noah  as  King.  Swears 

That  He  and  His  People  Will  Serve 
Lamanites. 

Note:  We  suggest  that  the  portion  of  this 
lesson  pertaining  to  the  conversion  of  Alma 
and  his  organization  of  the  Church  be  con- 
sidered as  your  lesson  for  today.  Get  the 
class  members  to  read  the  other  material 
outlined.  A  thorough  preparation  on  your 
part  will  enable  you  to  accomplish  such  a 
result. 


MOTHERS'  DAY 
For  Sunday,  May  12,  1940 

A  special  program  will  be  conducted  in 
all  Sunday  Schools  on  this  date;  so  no  lesson 
is  provided.  If  any  time  is  allowed  for  class 
work  in  your  Sunday  School,  use  the  time  in 
discussing  some  of  the  interesting  items  you 
have  had  to  pass  in  your  earlier  lessons. 


PRIESTS    OF   KING    NOAH    KIDNAP 

THE  LAMANITE  MAIDENS.  THE 

NEPHITES  SUFFER  IN  BONDAGE 

AND  FINALLY  ESCAPE  TO 

ZARAHEMLA 

Lesson  15.  For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 
Objective: 

To  expect  help  from  the  Lord  one  must 
be  consistent  in  his  worship  and  service,  and 
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not  merely  call  for  help  when  trouble  comes. 

References: 

Lesson  Manual,  pp.  57-60;  Dee,  A  Voice 
From  the  Dust,  pp.  326-334;  Reynolds,  Book 
of  Mormon  Chart;  Reynolds,  Book  of  Mor- 
mon Dictionary. 

Suggested  Outline: 

I.  Priests  of  King  Noah  Roam  in  Wil- 
derness. 

a.  Had  deserted  families. 

b.  Abducted  Lamanite  girls. 

c.  Carried  them  into  wilderness. 

II.  Lamanites    Blamed    Nephites    for    Ab- 
duction. 

a.  Made  war  on  them. 

b.  Nephites  fought  fiercely. 

c.  Capture  wounded  Lamanite  king. 

d.  Convince  him  of  their  innocence. 

e.  He  saves  Nephites  from  death. 

III.  Nephites  Suffer  Much  Under  Lamanites. 

a.  Beaten,  driven,  etc. 

b.  Seek  help  from  the  Lord. 

c.  Help  not  immediately  given. 

d.  They  began  to  repent. 

IV.  Limhi  With  Guards  Goes  Outside  City 

Walls. 

a.  Finds  Ammon  from  Zarahemla. 

b.  Learns  that  Nephites  sent  by  him  to 
find  Zarahemla  were  apparently  lost. 

c.  Learns  much  from  Ammon. 

d.  Accepts  gospel. 

e.  Desires  baptism. 

f.  No  one  with  authority. 

V.  Limhi    and    His    Followers    Desire    to 
Escape  Bondage. 

a.  Ammon  and  Limhi  plan. 

b.  Gideon  offers  solution. 

c.  His  plan  followed. 

d.  Nephites  escape. 

e.  Flee  into  wilderness. 

VI.  Limhi  in  Zarahemla. 

a.  Received  by  Mosiah. 

b.  loin  him  and  his  people. 

c.  Become  his  subjects. 


ALMA   REFUSES    KINGSHIP;    RULED 

OVER  BY  AMULON  ALMA'S  PEOPLE 

FINALLY  JOIN  MOSIAH  IN 

ZARAHEMLA 

Lesson  16*  For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Objective: 

Those  who  are  persecuted  because  of 
their  worship  of  God  are  blessed  to  bear 
more  easily  the  burdens  that  are  placed  upon 
them. 


References: 

Lesson  Manual,  pp.  60-64;  Dee,  A  Voice 
From  the  Dust,  pp.  334,  343;  Reynolds,  BooA: 
of  Mormon  Chart. 

Suggested  Outline: 

I.  Warned  That  Lamanites  Approach. 

a.  Flee  with  their  possessions. 

b.  Establish    themselves    in    a    city 
named  Helam. 

II.  Alma  and  His  People  Prosper. 

a.  Desire  Alma  to  be  king. 

b.  He  refuses. 

c.  Admonishes  people  to  follow  only 
men  of  God. 

III.  Army  of  Lamanites  Come  to  Helam. 

a.  Alma  goes  to  meet  them. 

b.  For  guide  service  they  promise  to 
do  no  harm. 

c.  Forget  promises. 

d.  Alma  and  followers  made  captives. 

IV.  Amulon,  One  of  Noah's  Priests  Made 

King. 

a.  Also  made  teacher  by   Lamanite 
king. 

b.  Teaches  Nephite  language. 

c.  Teaches  no  religion. 

d.  Taught  record  keeping, 
c.  Persecuted  believers. 

V.  Alma    and    People    Cried    Unto    the 
Lord. 

a.  Ordered  by  Amulon  to  desist  on 
penalty  of  death. 

b.  Offered  silent  prayers. 

c.  Lord  eased  their  burdens. 

VI.  Lord  Helped  Alma  and  His  People  to 
Escape. 

VII.  They  Go  To  Zarahemla. 

a.  They  join  Mosiah  and  his  people. 

b.  With    Mosiah's    approval    Alma 
teaches  gospel. 

c.  Limhi  again  seeks  baptism. 

d.  Alma  baptizes  many. 

VIII.  Alma,  Authorized  By  Mosiah  Organ- 
izes Churches. 

a.  Teaches  gospel. 

b.  Ordains  priests  to  teach. 

c.  People  blessed  as  they  served  God. 


GOD'S  MERCY 

God  is  mindful  of  every  people,  what- 
ever land  they  may  be  irt;  Yea,  He  num- 
bereth  His  people,  and  His  bowels  of 
mercy  are  over  all  the  earth. — Alma 
26:37. 


e-HURC-H^aWJIJTORY 


For  Boys  and  Girls,  Ages  10  and  11 
General  Board  Committee:     Charles  J.  Ross,  Chairman;  De  Lore  Nichols  and  Gordon  B.  Hinckley. 


CONCERT  RECITATION 
FOR  MAY 

(Exodus  20:12) 

Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  upon  the  land 
which  the  Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 


Application: 

Let  each  student  try  to  substitute  a  good 
act  for  every  evil  temptation  during  the 
coming  week.  Cultivate  the  habit  of  doing 
this. 


THE  POWERS  OF  EVIL 

Lesson  15*  For  Sunday t  May  5,  1940 

Objective: 

To  show  that  the  powers  of  evil  always 
oppose  the  work  of  the  Lord,  and  to  show 
that  constant  effort  is  necessary  to  resist 
them. 

References: 

Lucy  Smith,  History  of  the  Prophet,  chap- 
ters 32,  36;  Documentary  History,  Vol.  I,  pp. 
88-100;  Comprehensive  History,  Vol.  I,  pp. 
205-212;  Smith,  Essentials  In  Church  History, 
pp.  90-103.      * 

Suggestions: 

Supervised  Study: 

"The  powers  of  evil  were  constantly  try- 
ing to  destroy  Joseph  Smith  and  the  Church. 
They  are  likewise  constantly  trying  to  keep 
us  from  doing  good."  This  statement  placed 
on  the  board  before  the  the  class  begins  to 
read  will  help  to  call  thek  attention  to  the 
objective  of  the  lesson. 

Activity: 

The  lesson  might  be  discussed  under  the 
following  heads: 

1.  Opposition  while  the  Book  of  Mormon 
was  being  printed. 

2.  The  Prophet's  early  difficulties  with 
mobs. 

3.  The  Prophet's  family  is  made  to  suffer. 

4.  Each  of  us  must  likewise  oppose  evil 
in  our  own  lives. 

The  first  three  may  be  recounted  by  stu- 
dents. The  fourth  topic  may  be  handled  with 
a  general  discussion.  Let  students  list  ways 
in  which  the  powers  of  evil  tempt  each  of 
us.  Show  that  one  good  way  to  overcome 
evil  is  to  substitute  some  good  act  for  each 
evil  temptation. 


MOTHER'S  DAY 
For  Sunday,  May  12,  1940 

A  MISSION  TO  THE  LAMANITES 
Lesson  16*  For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Objective: 

To  show  that  the  Lord  rewards  the  faith- 
fulness of  those  who  do  His  will. 

References: 

Doc.  History,  Vol.  I,  pp.  118-125;  Comp. 
History,  Vol.  I,  chapter  19;  Autobiography 
of  Parley  P.  Pratt,  chapters  7,  8;  Smith, 
Essentials  In  Church  History,  pp.  114-119; 
A  Short  History  of  the  Church,  chapter  6. 

Supervised  Study: 

Draw  a  large  outline  map  on  the  board, 
and  indicate  the  route  of  the  mission  to  the 
Lamanites. 

Activity: 

Have  a  quartet  chosen  from  the  class  sing, 
"I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  To  Go." 
The  lesson  might  be  treated  under  the  fol- 
lowing heads: 

1 .  Who  were  the  Lamanites  and  why  was 
this  mission  to  them  instituted? 

2.  The  difficulties  of  getting  ready  to  go 
and  the  trials  of  their  travels. 

3.  The  results  of  these  efforts. 

4.  Other  instances  of  where  the  Lord  has 
rewarded  faithfulness. 

In  treating  the  lesson,  emphasize  the  fact 
that  although  the  mission  seemed  a  failure 
as  far  as  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  or- 
ganized are  concerned,  it  really  proved  a 
very  successful  undertaking.  Converts  were 
made  in  Ohio,  and  the  route  the  entire  body 
of  the  Church  was  later  to  follow  was  also 
determined  at  this  time. 
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As  enrichment  material,  bring  in  other 
instances  of  where  faithfulness  in  undertak- 
ing a  difficult  mission  or  other  Church  re- 
sponsibility has  been  greatly  rewarded.  This 
will  make  the  situation  closer  to  the  lives 
of  the  pupils.  Such  instances  may  be  found 
all  about  us. 

Application: 

We  find  many  cases  of  boys  and  girls 
remaining  away  from  Sunday  School  or  oth- 
er meetings  because  of  a  fear  of  being  called 
upon  to  participate.  This  is  especially  true 
as  they  grow  older.  If  the  objective  of  this 
lesson  is  realized,  they  should  be  strengthen- 
ed against  this  fear. 


THE  CHURCH  MOVES  WEST 
Lesson  17.  For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Objective: 

To  show  the  importance  of  taking  advan- 
tage of  every  opportunity  to  preach  the 
gospel. 

Reference: 

Lucy  Smith,  History  of  the  Prophet  Joseph 
Smith,  chapter  39, 

(Note;  The  greater  part  of  this  lesson  is 
taken  from  Mother  Smith's  History,  which 
is  now  out  of  print  and  difficult  to  obtain. 
But  material  enriching  the  lesson  and  build- 
ing toward  the  realization  of  the  objective 
may  be  found  in  many  sources,  including  the 
lives  of  those  all  about  us.) 

Supervised  Study: 

'Each  of  us  should  be  a  missionary  for 
the  Church,  trying  always  to  teach  those 
around  us  by  the  manner  in  which  we  our- 


selves live."  This  might  well  be  put  on  the 
board  before  the  class  begins  to  read  the 
lesson. 

Activity: 

Have  students  recount  the  experiences  of 
the  Lamanite  mission  given  last  week,  em- 
phasizing this  time  the  missionary  work  done 
along  the  way.  Have  another  student  tell 
the  story  of  Mother  Smith's  experience  in 
moving  to  Ohio.  Trace  on  a  map  the  jour- 
ney from  Colesville,  New  York  to  Kirtland, 
Ohio.  Particular  emphasis  is  not  given  the 
movement  in  this  lesson,  but  the  students 
should  know  of  what  it  consisted. 

Emphasize  the  importance  of  each  of  us 
preaching  the  gospel  at  every  opportunity. 
Boys  and  girls  of  this  age  may  not  be  able 
to  preach,  but  they  can  teach  through  their 
actions  the  fundamental  religious  virtues, 
such  as  honesty. 

Bring  in  stories  of  people  who  have  come 
into  the  Church  through  the  everyday 
preaching  of  others.  An  unusually  good  ex- 
ample of  this  is  found  in  the  case  of  Elder 
John  A.  Widtsoe,  one  of  the  Council  of 
Twelve  Apostles.  A  cobbler  in  a  little  Nor- 
wegian town  tucked  a  gospel  tract  in  a  boy's 
shoes  which  had  been  brought  for  repairs 
by  a  widow.  This  good  woman  read  the 
tract,  and  its  message  interested  her.  She 
investigated,  and  read  more.  With  her  two 
small  boys  she  joined  the  Church,  skimped 
and  saved  and  brought  them  to  America. 
One  of  those  small  boys  has  become  an 
Apostle  of  the  Lord. 

Application: 

Let  each  boy  and  girl  resolve  to  make  of 
himself  or  herself  a  living  example  of  the 
virtues  that  he  or  she  has  learned  in  Sunday 
School. 


MISSIONARY  TRAINING 

(Continued  from  page  121) 


Assignment: 

Make  your  asignments  at  this  time  for  the 
following  lesson,  "The  Church  an  Aid  in 
Spiritual  Development".  See  lesson  17  for 
suggested  assignments.  A  panel  discussion, 
in  which  several  of  the  class  take  active 
part  would  greatly  motivate  interest.  Prep- 
aration for  this  would  require  an  assignment 
of  special  phases  of  the  subject  to  students 
at  least  one  week  in  advance.  Students  parti- 
cipating in  the  panel  might  be  seated  about  a 


table  in  the  front  of  the  room  and  talk  in- 
formally. Other  members  of  the  class  should 
ask  questions  or  make  contributions  at  any 
time  during  the  discussion. 

Teacher's  Closing  Minute: 

The  teacher  might  close  with  the  follow- 
ing statement:  "Let  us  magnify  the  author- 
ity we  have  been  given  through  the  Holy 
Priesthood  and  always  keep  in  mind  that 
'the  powers  of  heaven  can  only  be  con- 
trolled upon  the  principles  of  righteousness.' 


iSsrP  R  I  M  A  R  YiSSi 


NEW  TESTAMENT  STORIES 

For  Children  7,  8  and  9  Years  of  Age 

General  Board  Committee:    Frank  K.  Seegmiller,  Chairman;  Lucy  G.  Sperry,  Edith  Ryberg 


LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 

CHRIST  AND  THE  RICH  YOUNG  MAN 

Story  15.     For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Text; 

Mark  10:17-31;  Luke  18:18-30. 

References: 

Hurlbut,  Story  of  the  Bible,  p.  617.  Pater- 
son-Smyth,  A  People's  Life  of  Christ  p.  384. 
Talmage,  Jesus,  The  Christ. 

Objective} 

To  be  completely  unselfish  is  the  finest  type 
of  the  good  life. 

Outline  of  Lesson: 

I.  The  Young  Man's  Problem. 

a.  His  wealth  and  position. 

b.  Character. 

c.  His  question. 

II.  Jesus'  Attempt  to  Guide  him. 

a.  His  first  solution,  "Keep  the  Com- 
mandments". 

b.  The  young  man's  reply. 

c.  The  second  solution  "Sell  all  thou 
hast". 

III.  Jesus'    Observation   on   the   Effect   of 
Riches. 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

Song: 

"Give,  Said  the  Little  Stream",  Primary 
Song  Book. 

Picture: 

Kindergarten  and  Primary  Set  No.  30. 

Memory  Gem: 

"It  is  more  blessed  to  give  than  to  receive." 

Point  of  Contact: 

Have  you  ever  earned  any  money?  What 
did  you  do  with  it?  Suppose  you  had  a  lot 
of  money  saved  and  someone  asked  you  to 
give  it  all  to  little  Tom  who  was  poor  and 
who  needed  clothes  and  food,  how  would 
you  feel?  Would  you  be  willing  to  give  it? 
I  am  going  to  tell  you  of  a  very  rich  man 
who  was  asked  to  give  all  that  he  had  to 
the  poor. 


Application: 

We  are  not  asked  now  to  give  everything 
we  have  to  the  poor  as  this  man  was,  to 
show  our  love  for  Heavenly  Father.  But  we 
are  asked  to  give  some  of  what  we  have. 
What  do  we  call  that  which  we  give  to  our 
Bishop  for  our  poor.  ( Fast  Offerings )  How 
are  we  asked  to  help  mother  and  daddy  give 
this?    (By  fasting). 

(On  this  Sunday  let  us  combine  the  acti- 
vity period  with  the  application.  The  Sunday 
before  this  lesson  is  to  be  presented  ask  the 
children  to  each  bring  one  penny  or  more  to 
Sunday  School  the  following  Sunday.  Then 
after  this  lesson  has  been  presented  ask  the 
Bishop  if  at  the  end  of  the  lesson  he  will 
come  into  your  class.  Have  a  little  box  pre- 
pared and  let  the  children  then  present  their 
pennies  to  him  to  be  used  for  the  poor.) 

Lesson  Hints; 

The  incident  in  this  Story  of  The  Rich 
Young  Man  happened  near  the  end  of 
Christ's  life  while  He  was  over  in  Perea.  He 
was  very  popular  there.  All  classes  came  to 
Him  for  help.  The  rich  young  ruler  had  a 
grand  opportunity  put  before  Him  by  Jesus. 
It  was  really  a  call  to  do  missionary  work  as 
Peter  was  doing.  To  do  it  he  must  leave 
home  and  follow  Jesus.  Riches  would  only 
be  a  hindrance  to  such  work.  Then  too,  no 
doubt  Jesus  wanted  to  test  this  man  and  see 
•just  how  much  great  wealth  meant  to  him. 


MOTHERS  DAY 

Sunday,  May  12,  1940 

Classwork  for  this  day  is  optional.  In  most 
schools  the  Primary  Department  is  invited 
to  remain  with  the  entire  school  throughout 
the  program.  However  if  classwork  is  pre- 
ferred, it  is  suggested  that  a  short  program, 
in  keeping  with  the  theme  of  the  day  be  given. 
The  following  suggestions  may  be  helpful  in 
making  selections  tor  your  program. 

Songs: 

"Mother  Dear"  and  "My  Grandma"  found 
in  Child-Land,  Book  II,  by  Jones  &  Barbour. 

Mother's  Day  Songs  found  in  Danielson 
and  Conant,  Songs  for  Little  People. 

"I  Know  a  Name,"  Kindergarten  and  Pri- 
mary Songs,  Taylor. 
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"Each  Day  a  Mother's  Day",  O.  P.  Huish. 
This  song  may  be  obtained  from  the  publisher, 
who  lives  in  Payson,  Utah, 
^  "Father's  and  Mother's  Care",  Patty  Hill's 
Song  Stories. 

"Love  At  Home,"  Deseret  Sunday  School 
Song  Book. 

"Daddy's  Homecoming,"  Kindergarten  and 
Primary  Songs,  Taylor. 

Prayers: 

Father,  I  thank  Thee  for  my  mothei, 
And  for  her  love  that's  like  no  other; 
For  her  kind  thoughts  and  tender  care 
That  helps  to  make  this  world  so  fair. 
Help  me  to  love  her  as  I  should 
To  prove  my  love  by  being  good. 
In  all  I  do  in  work  or  play 
To  make  each  day  a  Mother's  Day. 

Dear  God,  there  are  so  many  things 

I  ought  to  do  and  be — 
But  please  now,  make  me  do  what's  right 

So  she'll  be  proud  of  me. 

Poems: 

Most  homes  have  collections  of  Mother's 
Day  booklets  filled  with  gems  for  this  day. 
Those  written  by  Theodore  E.  Curtis  are 
especially  appropriate.  The  following  two 
could  be  assigned  to  two  children  to  be  given 
during  the  program. 

Of  all  the  dearest  names  I  know 
Or  yet  have  ever  heard — 
The  sweetest  that  from  lips  can  flow 
"My  mother"  is  the  word. 

We  love  our  mothers  all  the  time, 
But  oft  forget  to  say 
How  dear  they  are;  and  so  I'm  glad 
Of  Mother's  Day  in  May, 

Stories: 

"Finding  a  Mother,"  and  "The  Lighthouse 
Keeper"  in  75  Stories  {or  the  Worship  Hour, 
by  Margaret  W.  Eggleston. 

"How  Janet  Kept  Her  Word,"  50  Stories 
for  the  Bedtime  Hour,  by  Margaret  W. 
Eggleston. 

MARY  AND  MARTHA 
Story  16.    For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Text: 

Luke  10:38-42. 

References: 

Paterson-Smyth,  A  Peoples  Life  of  Christ. 
Talmage,  Jesus,  The  Christ. 

Objectives 

To  learn  the  truth  as  Jesus  taught  it  is  one 
of  the  first  steps  in  the  good  life. 


Outline  of  Lesson: 

I.  The  Home  of  Mary  and  Martha. 

a.  Its  members. 

b.  Its  housekeeper. 

c.  Its  frequent  visitor. 
II.  The  Visit  of  Jesus. 

a.  How  received. 

b.  What  Mary  did. 

c.  What  Martha  did — her  complaint. 
III.  Jesus'  Answer. 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

Songs: 

"The  Children's  Service,"  page  32,  Songs 
for  Little  People,  Danielson  and  Conant. 

"Oh,  What  Can  Little  Hands  Do?"  page 
147,  same  book. 

Picture: 

Kindergarten  and  Primary  Set  No.  50. 

Memory  Gem: 

"Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness,  and  all  these  things  shall  be 
added  unto  you." 

Point  of  Contact: 

It  was  Sunday  Morning.  Jane  was  sweep- 
ing the  front  walk  when  her  playmate,  Ruth 
passed  on  her  way  to  Sunday  School.  "Why 
don't  you  come  to  Sunday  School  with  me?" 
asked  Ruth.  "Oh,  I'm  too  busy  this  morning," 
said  Jane.  A  few  minutes  after  Ruth  passed, 
Dorothy  stopped  and  talked  to  Jane.  "I  have 
a  new  puppy  dog  at  home,  would  you  like 
to  see  him?"  asked  Dorothy.  "I'd  love  to, 
and  may  I  stay  and  play  with  him?"  said 
Jane.  The  two  girls  went  arm  in  arm  over  to 
Dorothy's. 

Was  Jane  really  too  busy  to  go  to  Sunday 
School?  Do  you  know  what  Jesus  said  that 
Jane  should  do? 

Application: 

What  does  this  story  tell  us  is  the  most 
important  thing  for  us  to  do?  We  should 
always  be  trying  to  learn  of  Him  and  follow 
His  teachings.  Do  you  ever  think  you 
are  too  busy  with  other  things  to  go  to 
Primary  or  Sunday  School?  Suppose  some- 
one should  ask  you  to  go  to  the  playgrounds 
when  it  was  time  to  go  to  Sunday  School? 
Which  place  would  you  choose  to  go  to? 
Which  choice  would  please  Jesus? 

Guidance  Hints: 

Wherever  Jesus  went  He  found  good 
friends.  He  had  no  home  of  His  own.  He 
was  always  traveling  around,  ministering  to 
people;  so  a  home  would  have  been  of  little 
use  to  Him.  He  frequently  went  to  Jerusa- 
lem. When  He  did  so,  He  usually  spent 
the  nights  in  Bethany  at  the  home  or  Mary, 
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Martha  and  Lazarus.  When  He  first  went 
there  nobody  knew.  Probably  soon  after 
His  baptism. 

Directed  Activity: 

We  have  perhaps  not  had  a  dramatization 
for  some  time.  This  story  is  simple  for  such 
a  purpose  and  easily  understood.    Try  it. 

JESUS  AND  THE  TEN  LEPERS 
Story  17.    For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Text: 

Luke  17:11-19. 

References: 

Talmage,  Jesus,  The  Christ. 

Objective: 

To  be  grateful  for  the  favors  of  God  and 
man  is  a  sign  of  a  generous  heart. 

Outline  of  Lesson: 

I.  The  Lepers. 

a.  Where  they  lived. 

b.  What  they  were  saying  to  Jesus. 

c.  The  kind  of  sickness  that  they  had. 
II.  Jesus  Heals  Them. 

a.  What  He  told  them. 

b.  Why? 

III.  Their  Response. 

a.  Of  the  nine. 

b.  Of  the  one. 

c.  What  Jesus  thought  of  them. 

Lesson  Enrichment: 

Songs: 

"Father  of  All,"  "A  Child's  Thanks,**  p. 
144.  Songs  for  Little  People,  Danielson  and 
Conant. 

Picture: 

Kindergarten  and  Primary  Set  No.  51. 

Memory  Gem: 

Father  of  all  in  Heaven  above, 
We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  love. 
Our  food,  our  homes  and  all  we  wear, 
Tell  of  Thy  loving  care. 

Point  of  Contact: 

There  is  an  approach  given  in  the  Manual 


for  this  lesson  that  may  appeal  to  you.  If 
not  you  may  like  to  commence  with  some 
little  exercise  like  that  suggested  for  the  acti- 
vity period.  The  little  game  if  used  for  the 
Point  of  Contact  however,  should  not  be 
prolonged  at  all. 

Application: 

There  is  never  a  day  passes  but  what  there 
are  many,  many  times  when  we  should  show 
our  gratitude  to  someone.  I  am  afraid  many 
of  us  forget  how  we  can  do  it.  Just  the  other 
day  I  was  at  a  little  birthday  party  and  only 
three  boys  and  girls  out  of  fourteen  said 
"Thank  you"  when  they  were  given  their 
candy,  etc.  I  am  sure  these  children  knew 
better  just  as  the  nine  men  in  our  story  did, 
but  they  were  so  careless.  Suppose  you 
found  a  ball  that  was  lost  by  one  of  your 
playmates,  and  when  you  returned  it  to  him, 
he  took  it  without  a  word  of  thanks.  How 
would  you  feel?  Our  fathers  and  mothers 
and  those  who  are  kind  to  us  feel  just  like 
that  when  we  forget  to  tell  them  how  much 
we  appreciate  and  love  them  for  what  they 
do  for  us.  Let  us  name  as  many  ways  as 
possible  how  we  can  show  our  gratitude  for 
our  many  gifts  and  blessings. 

Directed  Activity: 

Have  a  little  "Thank  you"  exercise.  Drop 
a  handkerchief  on  the  floor,  say  "Thank  you" 
when  it  is  picked  up  and  returned  to  you. 
Let  the  pupils  take  turns  doing  things  that 
will  call  for  a  "Thank  you",  such  as  changing 
chairs,  passing  a  picture,  etc.  Let  them  sug- 
gest further  activity  that  will  require  a 
"Thank  you". 

Guidance  Hints: 

Children  in  our  age  are  lacking  in  many 
of  the  finer  qualities  such  as  courtesy,  grati- 
tude and  helpfulness.  They  are  not  entirely 
to  blame.  Our  civilization,  schools,  movies, 
funny  papers  make  them  more  forward  than 
formerly.  Jesus  places  much  weight  on  these 
qualities.  To  Him  they  were  the  outward 
signs  of  the  heart.  Be  sure  they  get  His 
message,  but  give  it  if  posible  by  indirection. 
That  is,  let  the  story  tell  the  moral  by  the 
clear  way  in  which  it  is  presented. 


(conference      *     *     *     * .    * 

Rain  .... 

Water  of  life 

Coming  from  His  infinite  source 

To  bless  each  blade  of  grass 

That  reaches  up. 

A      ^         By  Claire  Stewart  Boyer 

Words  .... 

Water  of  life 

Coming  from  His  infinite  source 

To  bless  each  human  heart 

That  reaches  up. 
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LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 

SPECIAL  REVIEW  SUNDAY 

Lesson  126*    For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Today  it  will  be  fun  to  play  a  guessing 
game.  I  will  close  my  eyes  and  think  of  a 
kind  deed  that  would  please  our  Heavenly 
Father.  The  one  who  guesses  what  I  am 
thinking  may  stand  here  by  me  and  think  of 
another  kind  deed  that  little  children  may  do. 
(Such  guesses  as  helping  mother,  coming  to 
Sunday  School,  running  an  errand,  etc.  will 
be  offered.) 

After  this  game  has  been  played  a  few 
minutes,  it  may  be  changed  to  a  review  of 
last  month's  lessons  in  this  way.  "I  am  think- 
ing of  a  man  who  was  loved  by  everyone, 
because  he  was  kind,  unselfish  and  served 
his  people  well.  He  was  a  king.  We  heard 
a  story  about  him  not  long  ago." 

In  the  same  way  review  "A  Father's  Love 
Rewarded"  and  Mosiah's  Missionary  Sons." 

Review  the  songs  and  the  gem  used  last 
month  with  these  lessons. 

Memorize  the  following  new  gem: 

How  many  kind  things  we  can  do  and  say. 
"Errands  of  love  are  easy  to  run 
Saying  sweet  words  is  the  dearest  fun, 
Let's  see,  you  and  I,  just  for  today, 
How  many  kind  things  we  can  do  and  say." 

Song  Practice; 

Choose  a  "Mother's  Day"  song  to  be 
taught  this  month. 


MOTHER'S  DAY  PROGRAM 
Lesson  127,    For  Sunday,  May  12,  1940 

Should  the  Kindergarten  class  be  asked  to 
participate  on  the  Mother's  Day  Program, 
the  following  songs  and  gems  may  be  used: 

"The  Dearest  Name";  "Daddy's  Home- 
coming"; Kindergarten  and  Primary  Songs, 
by  Frances  K.  Taylor. 

"My  Mother",  Moiselle  Renstrom,  The 
Instructor,  April,  1933. 

"Love  At  Home,"  Deseret  S.  S.  Song  Book. 
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"Father's  and  Mother's  Care,"  Song 
Stories,  by  Patty  Hill. 

"That  Wonderful  Mother  of  Mine",  Sheet 
Music  (may  be  purchased  at  Music  Stores). 

"We've  come  to  honor  Mother, 
This  joyous  day  in  May. 
We'll  show  her  how  we  love  her 
By  all  we  do  and  say." 

"Of  all  the  dearest  names  I  know, 

Or  yet  have  ever  heard, 

The  sweetest  that  from  lips  can  flow, 
'My  mother'  is  that  word." 

"I  think",  said  a  little  fellow 
With  a  grave  and  gentle  grace, 

"That  the  prettiest  thing  in  all  the  world 
Is  just  my  mother's  face." 

"We  love  our  mothers  all  the  time, 
But  oft  forget  to  say 
How  dear  they  are;  and  so  I'm  glad 
Of  Mother's  Day  in  May." 

"Dear  God,  there  are  so  many  things 
I  ought  to  do  and  be, 
But  please  now  make  me  do  what's  right 
So  mother  will  be  proud  of  me." 

"I  know  you  lived  in  Heaven,  mother, 
With  the  angels,  too, 
The  Heavenly  Father  sent  you  here 
To  be  my  mother  true. 

Lesson  Story: 

"The  King's  Mother,"  Life  Lessons  For 
Little  Ones. 

"One  Mother's  Day  of  a  Great  Mother" 
The  Instructor,  May,  1931. 

It  Is  Mother's  Day",   The  Instructor. 
May  1928. 


THE  MISSIONARY  LABORS  OF  NEPHI 
AND  HIS  BROTHER 

Lesson  128*    For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Text: 

Helaman  5;  Life  Lessons  For  Little  Ones, 
Third  Year. 
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Objectives 

Happiness  and  peace  come  to  those  who 
repent  o/  their  sins  and  try  to  do  right. 
Song: 

"Jesus,  Our  Loving  Friend,"  Kindergarten 
and  Primary  Songs,  Frances  K.  Taylor. 

Prayen 

By  a  child.    (The  class  repeating.) 

Song  Practice: 

Continue  with  the  song  you  began  to  teach 
on  the  first  Sunday.  (See  "Songs"  and  "Sug- 
gestive Method  For  Teaching  A  Song," 
pages  21  and  22  of  our  text-book). 

Rest  Exercise: 

Springtime  is  a  happy  time  for  all  of  God's 
creations.  The  sun  shines  bright  and  joy  is 
everywhere.  Flowers  bloom  in  the  gardens. 
Let  us  make  a  garden.  Charles  and  Alice 
may  be  tall  tulips.  Elaine  and  John  may  be 
pansies.  Louise,  Beth,  Janet  and  Bob  may 
join  hands  to  make  a  big,  round  lilac  bush. 
Some  bees  and  butterflies  may  flit  from  flower 
to  flower.    The  flowers  are  swaying  in  the 

morning  breeze.    Sister will  play, 

Mendelssohn's  "Spring  Song"  for  us. 

Lesson  Approach: 

Have  you  ever  had  the  fun  of  helping  to 
find  a  name  for  the  new  baby  that  has  come 
to  your  house  to  live  with  your  family?  Some- 
times we  choose  a  name  that  sounds  pretty 
when  we  say  it.  Sometimes  we  choose  the 
name  of  someone  whom  we  love  dearly,  and 
we  want  this  baby  to  grow  to  be  as  good 
and  kind  as  that  person.  Perhaps  it  is  grand- 
pa whose  name  we  choose.  Maybe  a  good 
neighbor  has  made  us  love  his  name.  Many 
little  girls  are  named  "Mary"  because  their™ 
mothers  want  their  little  daughters  to  grow 
to  be  as  beautiful,  pure,  and  good  as  was 
Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus. 

Our  story  today  tells  of  two  boys  who 
were  named  for  two  good  men  who  lived  a 
very  long  time  ago.  Lehi  and  Nephi  were 
the  names  of  these  two  men.  The  boys  tried 
to  be  like  them  and  prove  their  lpve  for  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

Lesson  Outline: 

I.  Two  Sons  of  Helaman. 

a.  Named  Lehi  and  Nephi. 

b.  After  those  of  old. 
II.  Missionaries  To  The  Lamanites. 

a.  Nephi  and  Lehi  go  to  Zarahemla. 

b.  Leave  Zarahemla. 

III.  God  Protects  Their  Lives. 

a.  A  fire  encircles  the  prison. 

b.  The  Lamanites  are  frightened. 

IV.  God  Speaks  To  The  Wicked  Army. 


a.  Speaks  three  times. 

b.  Causes  the  darkness  to  fall. 

c.  People  pray  for  forgiveness. 

1.  The  darkness  passes. 

2.  The  Spirit  of  God  fills  their  hearts. 

3.  They  leave  the  prison  rejoicing. 
V.  The  Lamanites   Become   Followers   of 

God. 

a.  Believe  the  words  of  the  prophets. 

b.  Repent  of  their  sins. 

c.  Joy  fills  their  hearts. 

Lesson  Story: 

Missionary  Labors  of  Nephi  and  his 
Brother. 

Application: 

Let  the  children  look  through  magazines 
that  you  have  brought  to  class  to  find  pic- 
tures of  people  doing  kind  deeds.  Let  them 
talk  freely  about  the  pictures  they  discover. 

Closing  Song: 

"Obedience,"  Frances  K.  Taylor. 

Prayer: 

By  a  teacher. 


SAMUEL,  THE  LAMANITE 
Lesson  133*    For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940 

Text: 

Helaman  13:14,  15;  16:1-8;  Life  Lessons 
For  Little  Ones,  Third  Year. 

Objective: 

God's  Protecting  Care  Is  With  Those 
Who  Honor  and  Obey  Him. 

Song: 

"For  This  I  Pray,"  by  Frances  K.  Taylor. 

"While  our  morning  prayer  is  said 
I'll  fold  my  hands  and  bow  my  head." 

Prayer: 

By  a  child. 

Song  Practice: 

Sing  over  and  over  again  the  song  learned 
during  this  period  this  month. 

Rest  Exercise: 

Same  as  for  last  Sunday. 

Lesson  Approach: 

What  do  we  call  this  building  where  we 
have  our  Sunday  School?  To  whom  does  it 
belong?  (Our  Heavenly  Father)  Why  do 
we  like  to  come  here?    Why  do  mother  and 
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father  come  here  often?  Who  tells  us  how 
to  please  Heavenly  Father?  (The  Bishop) 
(President  Grant) 

Lesson  Story: 

Samuel,  The  Lamanite. 

Application: 

Did  you  remember  to  say  with  a  smile  this 
morning  when  you  saw  our  Bishop,  "Good 

Morning,  Bishop "?  That  is  one 

way  to  show  you  love  him.  When  you  are 
very  quiet  in  this  building,  you  are  showing 


him  also  that  you  love  him.  Heavenly  Father 
loves  him  because  he  is  good.  Heavenly 
Father  blesses  him  every  day  because  he  is 
good.  He  helps  him  take  care  of  us,  who 
live  in  this  ward. 

Gem  Review: 

Closing  Song: 

Service  Song,  Frances  K.  Taylor. 

Prayer: 

By  a  teacher. 
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LESSONS  FOR  MAY,  1940 

Textbook: 

Cradle  Roll  Lessons,  by  Louise  Oglevee. 


THE  BABY  JESUS  IN  THE  TEMPLE 
Lesson  31*    For  Sunday,  May  5,  1940 

Songs: 

"Father's  and  Mother's  Care,"  Song 
Stories,  by  Patty  Hill. 

"Here's  A  Ball  For  Baby,"  from  Emilie 
Poulson's  Finger  Plays. 

Prayer:  i 

Song  Practice: 

Have  a  very  short  interesting  drill  on  one 
song  to  be  learned  this  month. 

Rest  Exercise: 

Next  Sunday  is  Mother's  Day.  In  many 
ways  we  will  tell  Mother  that  we  love  her. 

One  way  to  show  our  love  is  to  help  her 
care  for  the  baby.   Play  with  him,  push  his 
carriage,  step  softly  while  he  sleeps,  speak 
only  kind  words  for  him  to  hear. 
Let  us  say  this  gem. 

Dear  Jesus,  bless  the  babies, 
And  help  us  every  day 
To  keep  them  safe  and  happy 
By  what  we  do  and  say. 

Lesson  Approach  and  Story: 

Today  is  a  special  day.  It  is  Fast  Day 
and  after  Sunday  School  our  Bishop  will 
hold  a  meeting  to  which  we  may  go  with 
mother  and  father.  At  this  meeting  some 
new  baby  will  get  its  name  just  as  you  got 


yours  and  as  the  baby  Jesus  got  His  name 
so  long  ago. 

Tell  the  story  (The  Baby  Jesus  In  The 
Temple).  Read  the  Bible  reference  (Luke 
2:21-33). 

Place  pictures  of  babies  about  the  room  for 
the  children  to  look  at  and  talk  about. 
Pictures  of  children  playing  with  the  baby  or 
helping  in  other  ways  to  care  for  him  are 
preferable. 

Song: 

"Dearest  Names"  (1st  verse),  by  Frances 
K.  Taylor. 

Prayer: 

By  the  teacher. 


MOTHER 'S  DAY  PROGRAM 

Sunday,  May  12,  1940 
THE  BOY  JESUS  ON  A  JOURNEY 
Lesson  32.    For  Sunday,  May  19,  1940 

Song: 

"Father's  and  Mother's  Care,"  Song 
Stories,  by  Patty  Hill. 

Prayer: 

Talk  about  the  many  ways  in  which  the 
baby  brings  joy  into  the  home  and  then  have 
one  of  the  children  give  thanks  to  Heavenly 
Father  for  the  babies. 

Song  Practice: 

If  this  class  has  its  own  class  room  have  a 
short  song  practice  period  each  Sunday.  Be 
sure  the  song  is  very  simple. 
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Rest  Exercise:  Prayer: 

Jesus'  father  was  a  carpenter.  Jesus  helped  Give  thanks  today  for  the  beautiful  gar- 

him   in  his   shop    (picked  up   nails,   sawed  dens, 
boards,  hammered,  piled  wood,  etc.).  Make 

a  rest  exercise  of  these  activities.  Song  Practice: 

Sing  over  and  over    I  Have  A  Little  Gar- 
Lesson  Approach  and  Story: 

Talk  about  taking  a  trip.    How  we  ride,  Rest  Exercise: 

what  we  take,  where  we  go,  etc.  Tell  about  Let  us  make  a  garden  (dig  the  soil,  rake 

the  trip  Jesus  took  in  the  story,  "The  Boy  it,  make  the  furrows,  plant  the  seeds).  Now 

Jesus  On  A  Journey."  how  does  Mother  Nature  help  the  garden 

grow?   ( Be  the  wind,  the  sunbeams,  the  rain- 
Song:                                                                     ,  drops) . 

Children's  Choice.                             ,  Lesson  Approach  and  Story: 

D  Tell  about  our  gardens  and  then  "The 

§*    X    *      t.  First  Garden". 

By  the  teacher. 

Special  Activity: 

The  children  will  enjoy  drawing  things  that 
THE  FIRST  GARDEN  grow  in  gardens.    Use  crayons   and  plain 

paper. 
Lesson  33*    For  Sunday,  May  26,  1940         Somr 
o       t  Repeat  "I  Have  A  Little  Garden". 

"I  Have  A  Little  Garden",  by  Frances  K.     Prayer: 
Taylor.  By  the  teacher. 
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rayer 

By  Jennie  Enholm  Woolley 

(Affectionately  dedicated  to  my  little  cousin,  Alice  Joyce  Pettit) 

Father,  whom  I  cannot  see, 

Look  down  from  heaven  on  little  me; 

As  now  I  lay  me  down  to  sleep, 

I  pray,  dear  Lord,  my  soul  you'll  keep. 

Let  heavenly  angels  guard  my  plight, 
And  keep  me  safe — both  day  and  night; 
Teach  me  to  do  as  I  am  told, 
And  help  me  to  be  as  good  as  gold. 

Bless  Mother,  and  Daddy,  and  Sister  so  dear; 
And  Grandma  and  Grandpa,  and  all  others  near; 
In  the  dear  name  of  Jesus,  so  loving  and  mild, 
I  ask  Thee  to  bless  me,  and  make  me  Thy  child. 

■'.-.  AMEN.        ■  ■■_■■■ 


He  must  not  laugh  at  his  own  wheeze: 
A  snuff-box  has  no  right  to  sneeze. 

— Keith  Preston. 


At  The  Clinic 

First  Interne:  "Why  do  you  call  that  new 
nurse  'Appendix'?" 

Second  Interne:  "Because  all  the  doctors 
want  to  take  her  out." 

Or  Was  It  The  Reverse? 

The  tired  looking  man  sat  facing  the 
solicitor. 

"So  you  want  a  divorce  from  your  wife. 
Aren't  your  relations  pleasant?" 

"Mine  are,  but  hers  are  simply  terrible." 

Visual  Education 

"But,  dear,  I  am  late  for  dinner  because  I 
have  had  my  nose  to  the  grindstone  all  day." 

"Well,  you  had  better  get  a  grindstone 
that  doesn't  leave  face  powder,  rouge  and 
lipstick  all  over  you!" 

"Dream  On,  O  Youth" 

The  foreman  of  a  gang  of  railway  men 
was  walking  along  his  section  of  the  line 
when  he  found  one  of  his  men  fast  asleep 
in  the  shade  of  a  hedge.  Eyeing  the  man 
with  a  smile,  he  said:  "Slape  on,  ye  idle 
spalpeen,  slape  on.  So  long  as  ye  slape  ye've 
got  a  job,  but  when  ye  wake  up  ye're  out  of 
work." 

Excessive  Gallantry 

"You  seem  to  have  had  a  serious  acci- 
dent." 

"Yes,"  said  the  bandaged  person.  "I  tried 
to  climb  a  tree  in  my  motor  car." 

"What  did  you  do  that  for?" 

"Just  to  oblige  a  lady  who  was  driving 
another  car.     She  wanted  to  use  the  road." 

— Eastern  Dealer. 

Disowned 

"Your  son  threw  a  stone  at  me." 

"Did  he  hit  you?" 

"No." 

"Then  he  wasn't  my  son," 
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Epitaph 

Found  on  a  tombstone  in  an  old  church- 
yard: 

"Here  lies  Mary  Ann, 
She's  at  rest, 
And  so  am  I." 
Erected  by  her  husband  Abner  Addams, 
1790,  A.  D. 

An  Old  One 

"Well,  do  you  want  a  meal  enough  to 
work  for  it?" 

"Lady,  I'm  hungry,  not  desperate." 

Scotch  Joke  No*  9666 

Best  Man  (seeking  bridegroom  after  the 
ceremony) — "Where's  Angus?" 

Guest — -"He's  at  the  back  of  the  car  trying 
on  the  old  shoes." 

Fairs  for  the  Fair 

"Have  women  more  courage  than  men?" 
"Certainly!    Have  you  ever  seen  a  man 

try  on  three  or  four  suits  with  only  thirty 

cents  in  his  pocket?" 

A  "Nice"  Conundrum 

Izzy — What's  the  difference  between  a 
sewing  machine  and  a  kiss? 

Lizzie — I  know  they're  different,  but  you 
tell  me. 

Izzy — One  sews  seams  nice  and  the  other 
seems  so  nice. 

Night-Shift 

"I  shall  have  to  put  you  fellows  in  the 
same  room,"  said  the  host. 

"That's  all  right,"  the  guests  replied. 

"Well,  I  think,"  said  the  host,  "you'll  have 
a  comfortable  night.    It's  a  feather-bed." 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  one  of  the 
guests  woke  his  companion. 

"Change  places  with  me,  Dick,"  he  groan- 
ed,  "It's  my  turn  to  lie  on  the  feather." 

— Grit 


P-W's  New 

GARDEN 
BOOK 

Your  FREE  Copy  Now 
Ready 

This  valuable  Book  con- 
tains 112  pages  fully  il- 
lustrated in  natural  colors. 
It  tells  WHAT,  WHEN  and 
HOW  TO  PLANT,  as  well 
as  the  plain  truth  about 
those  superior  P-W'S 
MOUNTAIN  GROWN 

SEEDS,  SHRUBS,  ROSES 
AND  TREES 

Write  For  It  Today 
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With  the  Years 


Brigham  Young  University  has 
kept  pace  with  the  upward  prog- 
ress of  the  Church  and  its  people 
during  two  generations. 

To  the  youth  of  today  whose 
feet  must  lead  the  future  march 
of  progress,  the  work  of  this  uni- 
versity is  dedicated. 

Spring  Quarter 
March  18  to  June  4 

Summer  Quarter 
Begins  June  10 

BRIGHAM  YOUNG 
UNIVERSITY 

PROVO,  UTAH 
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*  Dulux  Exterior 

•  5-Year 
Protection 

$5  Down 

Balance  Monthly 
Carrying  Charge 


SEARt,  ROEBUCK  AND  CO. 


LOGAN,  OGDEN,  PROVO.  SALT  LAKE  CITY 


SAY   THAT  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  THE  INSTRUCTOR 


BOOKS  for  Children 


Every  family  needs  a  Home  Library  with  plenty  of  Good  Books  for  the  children.  The  lives 
of  children  are  largely  shaped  by  what  they  read. 

In  these  days  of  sensational  "comic  sections",  distorted  radio  programs  and  a  thousand 
and  one  unnatural  conditions  which  influence  child  life.  Good  Books  are  more  important  than 
ever  before. 

Story  Books,  Play  Books,  Books  of  Games,  Books  for  Tiny  Tots,  Books  for  Children  to  read. 
Bedtime  Stories,  Bible  Stories,  Book  of  Mormon  Stories,  Etc.,  Etc. — We  have  all  in  abundance. 

Let  us  help  you  make  a  careful  selection  of  the  best  books  for  children  of  all  ages. 

DESEEET  BOOK  COMPANY 

44  East  South  Temple  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 
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L.  D.  S.  Training  Doesn't  Cost- 
It  Pays! 


Give  Your  General  Education 

MARKET 

VALUE 

You  can  do  it  by  learning  to  do  well 
the  tasks  modern  business  assigns. 

A  card  will  bring  full  information. 

L.  D.  S.  BUSINESS  COLLEGE 

70  North  Main  Street       Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


Here's  a  Heal 
Treat! 


Look  For 

It  at  Your  Grocers 


SAY   THAT  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  THE  INSTRUCTOR 


LEVI    EDGAR  YtUNG 
CHURCH   OFF  \OtS 
CITY 


no  life  insuRflncE? 


Of  course  he's  too  young  to  fig- 
ure it  out  for  himself  .  .  .  but 
if  he  could,  he'd  probably  won- 
der if  his  dad  was  protecting  his 
future.  He'd  like  to  feel  that  no 
matter  what  happened  —  his 
"bread  and  butter,"  his  moth- 
er's   time    to    "bring    him   up" 


properly,  and  his  education, 
were  all  properly  provided  for 
through  life  insurance  protec- 
tion. . .  .  While  it  is  fresh  in  your 
mind,  consult  a  Beneficial  Life 
Insurance  agent.  He  can  render 
valuable  advice  and  assistance 
to  your  life  insurance  program. 


BIMlf  ICML  OiR 


Heber  J.  Grant,  Pres. 


Salt  Lake  City,  Utah 


